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Hallo Peter. 
 
PT: And how are you? 
 
I’m good, and you? 
 
PT: It’s Joan isn’t it? 
 
Yes. Now we’ll start off with your early life. You were born here in Victor Harbor? 
 
PT: Yes Joan, I was born in Victor Harbor on 9th June in 1941 at the District Hospital. The hospital in those days 
was only very small. Dr Douglas was the doctor at the time who brought me in. 
 
He’s the one who left Carrickalinga to the public? 
 
PT: No, no that was Dr Brookman had Carrickalinga. Dr Douglas was in Crozier Road where the drive-in is to go 
into Woolworths. Right opposite Burke Street, a big place in there was his. 
 
Were you the first in the family? 
 
PT: No, no I was the second one; my brother was born two years before me. My father was in the Second World 
War, he was in the Army when I was born. He was the greenkeeper at the Victor Golf Club. We lived in a little 
house down the bottom. I don’t know what tee it is or what fairway. That’s the Victor Golf Club, yes. 
 
You lived way up there? 
 
PT: Yeah way up there. I went to Primary School in Victor. 
 
Could we just go back to your parents? Were there only two boys in the family? 
 
PT: Yes, yes. My Mum was Phyllis and my Father was Wally. Walter Tugwell. 
 
What was your mother’s name before she married? 
 
PT: She was a Dare from Ardrossan; she actually came into Victor to work. She worked at Pipiriki which used to be 
a big guesthouse just over the railway line from the Hotel Grosvenor, down on the seafront. 
 
On the same side as the Grosvenor is now? 
 
PT: Yeah. Actually where I think the Council built those brown-roofed units on the Esplanade. That’s where she 
worked and that’s where Dad met her. 
 
He was a greenkeeper. 
 
PT: Yeah and when he came out of the Army he was the greenkeeper. I went to school in Victor until Grade 3, I 
was in Grade 3 I’m sure and he got a job on a farm out at Hindmarsh Tiers. So he went to work out there; Sim 
Jenkins owned the property. It was called “Fernbrook”. When we moved there I was picked up by bus to go to the 
Myponga Primary School. 
 
That’s a fair way out isn’t it? 
 



PT: Yeah, I was there for another couple of years; Dad was working on farms at that stage and then he got 
another job at Langhorne Creek so I moved from Myponga to Langhorne Creek and then I went to school in the 
Creek. 
 
One teacher school? 
 
PT: Yes it was actually, Myponga was as well. That was a one teacher school; a bloke and his wife. They were both 
teachers; Taylors. Yeah, Langhorne Creek I started Grade 7 and then Dad got another job with Eric Ashby up at Mt 
Alma, just turn at Glacier Rock and go up the road. He got there and he was the stud-master. They started their 
Polwarth sheep and that was Dad’s job. 
 
Your Dad was the stud-master? 
 
PT: Yeah, he kept all the records and they started off their Polwarth sheep Stud. I finished my Grade 7 at the 
Lower Inman School. That was only just one building; it’s still up there at the moment. It’s just before Sawpit Road 
as you go out, the building’s still there. After that was High School so I came in to Victor Harbor High School. 
 
Same place as it is now? 
 
PT: Yeah, not as big of course but the old brick building which is not far from the road and then there were a 
couple of other, science rooms and some other pre-fab transportable buildings and that was the school. 
 
I guess that was enough for the amount of students that were there at the time. 
 
PT: Oh yes, there were quite a few; came in from Goolwa and Port Elliot and Abbott’s bus used to do the big 
Goolwa run. That was the big semi. 
 
Is that the same Abbotts that are still here with the Crash Repair business? 
 
PT: No, no a different Abbott. They had all the school buses from Waitpinga in, even Yankalilla used to come over 
at that stage. 
 
Did they? 
 
PT:  Used to pick us up. 
 
That’s High School. 
 
PT: I lasted three years at High School; I was never much good and I remember coming home one day and my Dad 
said, “Well your report cards aren’t that brilliant are they?” 
 
I said, “No, I’d rather get a job.” I remember him saying that if you come home with a full-time job you can leave. 
The next day I had one. It was only milking cows. 
 
How old would you have been then? 
 
PT: I was just over fifteen when I left school then on my sixteenth birthday I went for my driver’s licence and the 
dairy farm that I worked on was Glacier Rock, the restaurant building wasn’t there then. They used to have forty 
cows I think I used to milk there. 
 
All by hand of course? 
 
PT: Machines had come in there and I was on £5.0.0 a week for my first pay. Out of that I bought myself a 
motorbike to go to work on; paid board. 
 
Did you have anything left over? 



 
PT: Just a little bit because with the hotels in those days you had to be twenty-one. Yeah so I had to wait a few 
years before I could. Mind you, I snuck in a little bit early. 
 
Trouble with being a local they’d know wouldn’t they? 
 
PT: That’s true; the police used to know us. I milked cows for just a few years. I was about just on twenty when I 
came and, no nineteen sorry. I started work as an apprentice mechanic at Yeoward’s Garage. 
 
Who was that? 
 
PT: Jack Yeoward had a BP garage, exactly where Coles is now; it was right down the end of the main street. 
 
How would you spell his name? 
 
PT: Y.E.O.W.O.O.D.*** I think it is. I did my apprenticeship there which was only a couple of years back in those 
days. Then a job came up with the PMG and I joined the PMG in 1962 in December as a linesman. 
 
That was better was it? 
 
PT: Well, I thought that it was a permanent job for the rest of my life and it was a government job. I’d been 
milking cows and then got my apprenticeship which was great because it has helped me through the years with 
cars and what not – I knew what to do. 
 
Did you stay as a linesman? 
 
PT: With Telecom, well the PMG and they changed to Telstra. In those days everything was mainly in the air. They 
had poles everywhere and lines everywhere; not much cable. Then in 1964 I had the chance to do a cable course 
in Adelaide in Magill; that took sixteen weeks. I was lucky enough to fly through that, in fact I topped the course; 
made my bosses pretty happy. After that I was just a cable jointer, doing all work underground. 
 
Underground then? 
 
PT: Yeah we started to put everything underground and there was a lot less maintenance to do. Usually with the 
weather like we’re having nowadays all the lines would come down and you’d have to go out and repair ‘em. 
 
Then in 1966, seeing I was just engaged to be married they sent me to Sydney for six months; they were that far 
behind with their work over there so they were grabbing all the single guys from South Australia to fly over for six 
months to help them out. Came back and then I married in 1967 to a local girl who worked in a Four Square Store. 
 
Where was that? 
 
PT: That was in the main street where it used to be a paper shop, not far from Subway, just a couple of shops 
back towards the Commonwealth Bank. We married and were married two years and we had Stephen, he was 
born. 
 
What was your wife’s name? 
 
PT: Judy. 
 
Did you just have Stephen or did you have any others? 
 
PT: We had Stephen first and then we had a girl, Jodie, and as I said we lived in Victor and at that time I started as 
a casual in the Hotel Grosvenor as well as the PMG. In fact I worked there as a casual for twenty-six years, at the 
Grosvenor; many different publicans of course. Jim McAuley had the Grosvenor when I first started because I 



remember he came out one day and I was sitting there having a beer and he came out with a tape measure and 
he came up to me and measured how high I was. I’m thinking, hallo, are you an undertaker or what? 
 
He said, “No, I just want to see if you’re tall enough to look over the bar because I want you to start work because 
I’m looking for a few casuals.” That started that off! 
 
And you were tall enough? 
 
PT: Yeah, yeah. I started that; I enjoyed that very much. 
 
As a barman were you? 
 
PT: Yeah, yeah, just as a barman. The PMG turned into Telstra and I just kept cable joining and then I finished up, 
later on, I finished up in charge of the jointers with many courses. They shifted from Magill to Pasadena; they 
trained all our staff and what not. I finished up staying with them until I was made redundant in 1988. 
 
Would that have been retiring age? 
 
PT: No, no I was only in my forties really. By that time we had another son, Ryan, he was eleven years later. Bit of 
a surprise. 
 
Do your children still live around here? 
 
PT: Yes, my eldest son is a chef and he’s living in Victor; my daughter’s a schoolteacher in Adelaide. She has three 
kiddies and my youngest son; he was one of the first to work at McDonalds when they first opened. Then he was 
lucky to get into the Commonwealth Bank and he was the head teller until he went in to Loans and then he was 
the Loans Manager at Victor and also Strath. He had to go to Strath a couple of days a week. 
 
We’d better get back on to you. 
 
PT: Yeah. 
 
Helen: What about when your Dad had the rose garden out at Waitpinga. 
 
PT: We’re coming to that. After that, after Telecom, I worked in a furniture place in Maude Street, Nexus. I 
finished up being a foreman there. I was there for ten years. 
 
You really did a lot of different things didn’t you? 
 
PT:  A jack of all trades; yeah! I was working there when I lost my wife through breast cancer. 
 
That must have been difficult? 
 
PT: Yeah well it was; my youngest one was only eighteen when she passed away. 
 
I left Nexus because I wanted some time home to sort of look after Ryan so I got a job in LiquorLand in Victor and 
between that and cleaning a little bit at Woolies and odds and ends. 
 
And your bar work. 
 
PT: No, no, I’d finished the bar work; I got too old and I was getting a bit too old to handle all the discos and loud 
noises so I gave that away. When I left LiquorLand I’d met Helen. We met at a friend’s party one night and we had 
a dance and started off with that and then I asked her out. 
 
And she’s still here. 
 



PT: Yes, she’s still here. I didn’t think she was going to for a while because she didn’t want to go out with me for a 
start but she did. Things blossomed; we were both, I was a widower and she was a widow, she’d lost Brian and 
we’d both I suppose were pretty lonely and then love blossomed and we got married. We’ve been married now 
for nine years. She’s got three children in town; she’s got grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
 
The family grows doesn’t it? 
 
PT: That’s for sure. 
 
Now, something about your Dad had a rose garden? Does that fit in with this time frame? 
 
PT: When I joined the PMG I was still living with Mum and Dad at Mt Alma which was Ashby’s. Then Dad was 
getting on to retirement age by that time and he bought a little block of land on Prouse Road at Inman Valley. It 
was only a couple of acres but it had plenty of water; it had a spring and he was very interested in his garden. He 
started up with rose bushes and he made a name for himself as a real good gardener; he supplied a lot of the 
briars that they use for the stems. He supplied a lot of those to Ross’ Nursery down at Willunga; he sort of made a 
living out of that which was pretty good for him really; he made a fair bit out of it. They built a house on the block 
and he loved Old Style dancing. He and Mum both loved it so they used to go way into Victoria where all the old 
style dances were and he’d record the music and then he’d come back. They finished up forming a group in 
Victor. 
 
What did they call the group? 
 
PT: Just Old Style Dancing. There were, I would say there would have been up to a good fifteen or twenty couples. 
 
And whereabouts did they dance? 
 
PT: They finished up, they built a hall on the property out at Inman Valley and people would go out there and 
they’d have their dances. 
 
Is that still there? 
 
PT: Yes, yes; we just went past it the other day. All the trees have grown but I could still see some roses out the 
front where he had his displays. 
 
That’s not the one they’ve just put a new windows in or something. I think that’s Hindmarsh Valley. 
 
PT: Yes, that’s out that way. No this is out Inman Valley before Glacier Rock; it’s on the other side. They danced 
there and then Dad passed away and then Mum came into Victor to live. 
 
How old was your Dad? 
 
PT: He was only sixty-six or eight when he had a stroke and Mum was on her own until she was ninety-one when 
she passed away. She started to have a few falls and finished up we had to put her in Ross Robbie. She was still 
alive when Helen and I got married. 
 
Helen: She was over ninety for my mother-in-law. 
 
PT: So that was Mum and Dad. 
 
Tell me about Victor Harbor in the early days, what you can remember way, way back in Victor. We’ve covered 
your life reasonably well. 
 
PT: I can remember probably when I was about four; some visions I can still see that Mum used to have food 
coupons; back in those days, I can remember that. I can remember butcher shops where she used her coupons 
and the kids always used to get a slice of fritz when they went into the butcher shop. Yes, I can remember all my 



schooling I suppose. Back in the Victor days, I can sort of, being out on the farm I didn’t come into Victor much. 
When I started work in the garage that’s when I started to notice Victor. That was back in 1960 or even just 
before ’60 I started and that’s when. 
 
You were a teenager then? 
 
PT: Yeah, yeah. The main street was both ways, you could drive up and down and it was a nice big straight road, 
Ocean Street. I can remember what was in the main street back in those days because at dinner times I used to 
walk and go and get some lunch and I can sort of explain what’s actually there at the moment and what used to 
be there. 
 
If you cross the road from where Coles is now and you’ve got McGees or that building on the corner. There wasn’t 
anything there then; it was just a vacant block until you got to Inverarity which is Johnno’s Pizza Bar now; that 
used to be a big guesthouse. Actually, Jack Yeoward, he was the owner of the garage there, he used to live there. 
He used the shop and we’d sell BMC motor cars, like Morrises and Wolseleys. I was there when the Mini Minor 
first came out. Then he took on Honda motorbikes and he used the shop where Johnno’s Pizza Bar is, that used to 
be the showroom for his motorbikes which was pretty good as they were the only motorbikes in Victor at the 
time. 
 
When you bought your bike did you get it from there? 
 
PT: No, no. I got mine, just a little bike to get to work on. You go past Inverarity and there were a couple of houses 
next door to it which are still there but they’re just odd shops. I think one is a hairdresser’s. The RAA wasn’t there. 
 
Was Toop’s garage there then? 
 
PT: Yeah that was the start of Toops; Toops is where the chemist shop is now and when the RAA that was all 
Toop’s garage. He had the GMC, all Holdens; even had a couple of petrol pumps I can remember down in the 
main street. Then he took them off and put them inside and that used to run right through to McKinlay Street at 
the back. 
 
So you’d drive straight through? 
 
PT: Yep, and from Toop’s garage the next one up was the Fire Station. They had the old Dennis truck; that was 
just manned by volunteers, a couple of them worked at the PMG. Actually the bloke who was the boss, was 
George Fisher, he used to work at ETSA. 
 
So there were no paid firemen? 
 
PT: They actually got paid for their call-outs I believe. They’d wait for the siren to go and then they’d all hop in 
their cars and come down and see where the fire was. 
 
Next door to that, Ocean Court is in there now but that wasn’t there then. There was just a house there and that 
was knocked down. Rivers is the next shop and that used to be Goldsbrough Mort, they were stock agents; you 
could go and buy fencing posts and wire and all that. Next door to that was the Post Office; that was fairly big in 
those days because all the girls, the telephonists were in there as well. As I said before, all the telephones used to 
be up on poles out on the footpaths. It was all manual; there wasn’t any. 
 
Pushing in plugs and things. I don’t know how they did it actually. 
 
PT: Yeah, well. There were quite a few women who used to work there. Next from that there used to be a shop 
where from the Post Office up there was more or less all knocked down. That would have been ’62 or ’63 I think it 
was. From the Post Office there were a couple of houses and then there was a big guesthouse on the corner, 
Summerlea Mansions. 
 
You remember that one? 



 
PT: Yeah I remember it quite well. It was a big two storey place; it went right around, took up the whole block at 
the back end of McKinlay Street. 
 
I think they had a garage round behind too on the other side of McKinlay Street. 
 
PT: Yep, yep. 
 
I’ve got a photograph of that. 
 
PT: Parking, yeah. That all got, before that got knocked down there was a hardware store near the Post Office. 
 
On Ocean Street? 
 
PT: Yeah, the next one up, there might have been two houses, I’m not sure.  
 
I think there was a chemist shop on the corner. 
 
PT: Yeah, Goldsack’s Chemist was on the corner and then around the corner there was a bit of a paper shop and a 
bit later on in years the TAB started up in there, a little shop. 
 
When you say around the corner, you mean into Coral Street? 
 
PT: Yep, going up towards the railway line. I remember that side of the street. Crossing over the other side you 
had The Grosvenor; which had some shops underneath where Ross Woods had a leather shop. That was used for 
many things before he came along. I was told that used to be a Ladies’ Lounge in the pub and the men weren’t 
allowed in it! Then it became, Perks had a paper shop for a few years. They left then there was a hairdresser in 
there, a barber shop, then after him I’ve seen it as a bottle shop from the pub. That lasted a few years; just past 
that shop, where the bookshop is, there’s a bookshop there. 
 
We’ve had a little break and we’ve come back now. 
 
PT: We got to Mullins’ café which used to be pretty popular because it was right across from the picture theatre. 
Mullins is where the bookshop is and between that shop and the little lane way that goes around the back of The 
Grosvenor to the railway, Ethel Battye had a dress shop – just a small dress shop. Right on the end there Jack 
Cooper had his barber shop. 
 
This is interesting for later people coming along wanting to know what their grandfather did or something. 
 
PT: Yep, yep. 
 
Jack Cooper we know was a barber and where he had his shop. 
 
PT: That’s right. On the other side of the lane was where there was a shop, they called it This ‘n That, I think. 
 
Now? 
 
PT: It used to be Lalor’s Chemist Shop; Brian Lalor was Mayor of Victor. In the same building on the end was the 
dentist; that’s where I had all my teeth out. 
 
Do you remember who was the dentist? 
 
PT: Yes, Malcolm Page. Next door to that where the tattoo place is there used to be the Commercial Bank. Next to 
that where Apia is there was Wetherald’s Butcher Shop. Going to the next shop, where Tonkin’s Sports Store is 
now, used to be before he went in was Perks’ paper shop that moved from the little shop in The Grosvenor to 
there. After he went, Tonkin went in with his Sports Store. It was his father who started it and Allan and his 



brother followed on but mainly Allan he did it. Just past there, where the Original Fish shop is there’s a little 
laneway that used to go between the two shops and that was a snooker hall. 
 
In behind? 
 
PT: Yeah right in behind the fish shop. I believe there were five full-sized tables were in there; it was a fairly big 
room. Everybody used to go in and have their game of pool or snooker back in those days. 
 
There was another shop next door to that, Moss Williams had a sort of grocery, you could get sandwiches or you 
could get goods. It wasn’t actually a sit-down shop; you couldn’t sit down and have a meal. 
 
Take away café? 
 
PT: Takeaway sort of stuff. 
 
Pies and pasties? 
 
PT: Yeah you could get them there. Next was Redman’s Menswear. He was the only menswear in the place until 
you get down to Bells. Right alongside him was a little sports store. I know Gordon Schwartz started this sports 
store and Colin Stringer finished up in there for a little while. Then there was another fish shop which was just 
fresh fish and next door to that was a big place which is still up which was the shoe shop, Nurton’s Shoes. From 
there, there was a small sort of rickety sort of fence that belonged to the Hotel Crown. That used to be where 
they kept all their wood, it was like a wood heap; just a backyard thing. Then it went right up to the corner of The 
Crown. 
 
So going over onto the lawns, of course there was no whale’s tail there then but I remember, right at the end 
where the wishing well is on the other side of the little park, Bluey Edwards had a kiosk and that was right on the 
lawn. 
 
I remember that too, it was fairly open wasn’t it? 
 
PT: Yeah, yeah, then across where the car park is and the Information Centre there was nothing there then only 
where the horse and tram used to go. There was a big neon sign; it was a Penfolds sign. As you drove down the 
main street towards the Hotel Victor and you couldn’t go any further there was this big neon sign which just 
Penfolds Wines. 
 
How big would it have been? 
 
PT: It was fairly big, it was on a sandhill; there wasn’t any bitumen, it was just dirt, sandhill sort of thing. You could 
see it for miles and it used to be the biggest meeting place in Victor. If you knew somebody was coming in to 
Victor you could say, “I’ll meet you under the Penfolds sign.” They’d know exactly where to go. That was knocked 
down, I think it might have rusted but I’m not sure. That disappeared in about ’66 or ’67 I reckon. 
 
Was that connected to either The Crown or the Victor? 
 
PT: I’m not sure, yeah, I think they may have lit it up because I can’t see the Council lighting up a wine sign, so I 
think it might have come from the Victor, I’m not sure. The Victor was the next one on the other side of the road 
and we’re starting to come back now. From the Victor to their drive-in; the next was a little shop. 
 
Do you remember the Victor building as it is now? 
 
PT: No, no, it was different, it was only a smaller, Conry’s had it; actually I did hear the licence for that hotel came 
from Rapid Bay. There used to be a hotel there and they moved so they took the licence with them and that’s 
how they got the Hotel Victor going. I can remember that being knocked down and there was a tin shed out the 
back and they used that as a temporary bar while they built the new Victor which was more or less like it is now. 
 



Probably a little bit renovated. 
 
PT: Yeah they had a swimming pool out the back. 
 
In the Hotel Victor, in the old one? 
 
PT: Yeah, used to be. Going back to The Crown, they didn’t have a drive-in either in those days they just had an 
outside wood yard and they had a little room there where you could play pool and then the bars. 
 
There was always accommodation there? 
 
PT: Yeah, The Grosvenor and The Crown and The Victor; you could live there as well, you could get a room 
upstairs. 
 
Just after The Victor there was the Wynette Café. That’s where the Bulgaria (Bavaria) Café is at the moment. I 
haven’t got a sheet on that but I meant to bring one. Then you come around to where they built the State Bank 
which later on in years became the Savings Bank. The State and the Savings Bank. 
 
Is that still there?  
 
PT: The Savings Bank? Yeah it’s a surf shop there now, a big surf shop. 
 
You said it was the State Bank and then the Savings Bank? 
 
PT: No, no. It was the State Bank and after the State Bank, there was a fish shop, Barnacle Bill , went in there and 
somebody else and it’s finished up being a surf shop now. Then the Wheatsheaf Bakery was where Nino’s is; 
Nino’s Pizza Bar. 
 
Helen: Used to be a deli before the fish shop. 
 
PT: That’s it, yeah. 
 
Helen: I used to work there. 
 
PT:  The Wheatsheaf Bakery was on the corner,there were a few other shops, I believe one used to be Dalgety’s; 
another one, I think they left and I can remember a bus depot there, you used to catch the bus there to Adelaide. 
 
That’s going around into? 
 
PT: Albert Place. Just where the little laneway is that goes down the back of the Wheatsheaf and in to the Victor, 
where the motel is there now, used to be Dalblair Guest House. 
 
A little lane down there. 
 
PT: Next door to that was a garage, Jenner and Seal’s garage. 
 
Was that Jenner with a G or with a J? 
 
PT: With a J. J.E.N.N.E.R. and Seal, S.E.A.L. 
 
I presume it was a Mr Jenner who ran it was it? 
 
PT: Yeah, I think his wife’s name was Seal, a sort of partnership. 
 
His in-laws or something. 
 



PT: Yeah, yeah. Haythorpes and all that came into it after because they married into Jenners. They had petrol 
pumps so that was one of the garages. I won’t go down that road anymore. I’ll cross the road to where Southern 
Motors is; that’s where. 
 
You’re going right across the road? 
 
PT: Yeah, straight across from there that was another garage; that was Brandwood’s Garage. They had Chryslers 
and VWs; I can remember that one, that was another garage. Come back to where Subway is. 
 
The top of Ocean Street? 
 
PT: Yeah years ago that was a butcher shop, I remember that as a butcher shop. 
 
Who had that do you know? 
 
PT:  Reed’s I think or Field’s Butcher shop; one of them. That all got knocked down and then there was a garage 
put there; a Golden Fleece garage, right on the corner. That belonged to Abbott who started that and he was the 
one who had all the school buses. He had all the school buses back then. Going back to just past the Golden 
Fleece there was a veg shop, a little vegie shop; Barnes had that. Then we had a Four Square Store, Noel Arblaster 
had that; that’s where my. Then there was a little Gift Shop, a dress shop, then we came to the Commercial Bank 
(Commonwealth Bank) which was only a small bank. 
 
The Bank that is there now is still the Commonwealth Bank. Where the Florist is, that Arcade, the arcade wasn’t 
there. Roxy Bob had a deli. 
 
Roxy Bob? 
 
PT: Yeah old man Roxy Bob, not the young Roxy who does the music now, it was his father. 
 
Is the surname Bob? 
 
PT: Bob Rossiter, but they just called him Roxy, Bob Rossiter. The next shop to that was the Southern Bakery; that 
was Bastian owned that. I can remember Sal Eddy having a grocery shop next to that. 
 
What was his name? 
 
PT: Sal Eddy. 
 
As in S.O.U.R? 
 
PT: No S.A.L. E.D.D.Y. He used to be a Mayor too; Sal Eddy. Where Mr Menswear is, that used to be Knott’s 
Hardware Shop then when Knotts left that’s where Mr Dutton, put his electrical shop in there. 
 
Then you come to The Avondale, that’s always been there. Where the Westpac Bank is, used to be The Central 
guesthouse, a two-storey place.  
 
Is there still a sign up there? 
 
PT: Where Westpac is? No. 
 
No, probably knocked it down. 
 
PT: Probably knocked it down. Bedford Industries finished up buying that; I can remember seeing a lot of their 
inmates, there was a lot of fuss made about that by having people living in there in the middle of the main street. 
 
Because they were handicapped? 



 
PT: Yeah. 
 
There wasn’t a lot of tolerance was there? 
 
PT: It was knocked down and made into Westpac. So going on to the next place, it used to be The Coffee Palace, 
which had a couple of names; Tudor House is the one I mainly recollect. 
 
Tudor House? That’s an upstairs as well isn’t it? 
 
PT: Yeah. 
 
So coffee down below? 
 
PT: Yes you could go in and sit down and have a meal and you could stay there. 
 
As a guest house? 
 
PT: Inside, in the main building they had a shop one side, towards where The Central was, Dutton had his shop in 
there, only a very small one before he moved up to where Mr Menswear is. Then in the same one, Williams’ had a 
little café, little milk bar, right alongside where the picture theatre is. Where the picture theatre is there’s a 
hairdresser, John Nicholls has a hairdressing shop there; that used to be Abbott’s bus depot. 
 
That was the bus depot? 
 
PT: Yep. 
 
Until when do you reckon the bus depot was there? 
 
PT: Back in the mid 60s. 
 
While it was still a two way street? 
 
PT: Yeah, yeah. Then you had the picture theatre of course. In the picture theatre where the Cartridge Shop is, 
there used to be a jeweller; Howat, Howat’s Jewellers. Where 5MU have their little office, that wasn’t there, 
there was a laneway that would go down towards the Town Hall and that was actually where people could come 
out of the picture theatre. They had an alleyway there. 
 
A side door? 
 
PT: A side door, and then you had Bell’s Store; you could buy lots of stuff in there. I’m sure I can remember 
groceries being in there, clothes. Myers had it for a while after. 
 
I remember the money thing. That was interesting. 
 
PT: Yeah, yeah, it would shoot across. So coming back from across the road was the Savings Bank; that’s always 
been there. Where the City Motel and the Exchange is, that all used to be Seaforth Guesthouse. Miss McNamara 
ran that. Then you had Davoren’s Electrical that’s where it used to be Retravision, now it’s Betta Electric. That 
used to be the Davorens there. Davorens, the two brothers, and Dutton, they were the first ones in Victor with 
TVs when they first started. They used to have one in their shop window and people used to sit outside and watch 
TV at night, yeah! (laughs). 
 
I suppose it was expensive to buy a TV was it? 
 
PT:Yeah back in those days. 
 



Did they cost a lot then? 
 
PT:  Myer Marion. Next where Raine and Horne are, there used to be the ES&A Bank so we had a few banks. I 
forgot to mention the ANZ Bank, that was around from where the Summerlea Mansions, just up past, in Coral 
Street. The ANZ Bank used to be there. Then the Sergeant’s house, that was the police house was the next one. 
Where the Medical Centre is now there used to be a little jeweller’s shop; Maddern’s Jewellery shop. Mr 
Maddern, he was fairly old. Then there was a big guest house, Woodbine Guesthouse. 
 
So many of them weren’t there? 
 
PT: Oh there were heaps. Then there was a big vacant block and then you got down to where LJ Hooker is; that 
used to be Gaetjens’ Corner, we used to call it. Many things were in there; there was another bus depot, a little 
baker’s shop. 
 
When you say there was another bus depot, were they both at the same time or were they different times? 
 
PT: They were sort of, one would last a year and then it would shift; I can remember bus being in both areas 
really. 
 
I was wondering if there were only Abbott’s buses or if there were different ones? 
 
PT: No this was Griffin buses. 
 
Were Abbott’s still running? 
 
PT: Abbotts, I reckon they phased out in the early ‘70s; I could be wrong I just vaguely remember. Around the 
corner there was the Police Station, that’s always been there. 
 
That was behind the police house? 
 
PT: Where the police house is, between there and the Police Station were the cells; you could see where they 
used to lock people up in there. 
 
Are they still there? 
 
PT: I think they are, yeah, I’m pretty sure they are. That’s what I can remember of the main street. 
 
Then you could go all round the town? 
 
PT: Oh yeah, you could start talking about where all the petrol stations used to be; where you could buy cars. I 
was in Yeoward’s garage, BP, and across the road where TyrePower is, was Geoff Sedunary’ garage. You could buy 
a Ford car there and he had petrol bowsers. Going down Hindmarsh Road to where Brock’s are was Harwood’s 
garage. There was Caltex. 
 
They had petrol bowsers too I suppose? 
 
PT: Yeah. Just before the bridge, there used to be a caravan park, where the motel is now. Across the road there 
was Nurton’s kiosk, right on the bank of the River. You could row boats up the river; we used to row right up to 
where Greenhills Park is. 
 
Was there a cafeteria there? 
 
PT: No it was just a kiosk. 
 
What was it called? 
 



PT: Nurton’s, Nurton’s Boats for Hire. 
 
Helen: What about Toop and Toop, next to those new buildings there? Where Clay used to work. 
 
PT: Yeah, I’m coming back that way. We’re over the bridge and up the hill to where Kleinigs had a garage, they 
always had that; it was only a poky little thing then. 
 
Is that where the petrol station is up there now? 
 
PT: Yeah, yeah, but it was very small. Further on, where the roundabout is now, Burfords had a little garage. 
 
Nearly as many garages as there were guesthouses! 
 
PT: Yeah there were there, back in those days. There was another tiny one, Jim, Jimmy Williams had one and that 
was down the back of where the kindergarten, down the back of Kleinigs. 
 
Where the home building is somewhere? 
 
PT: Yeah, when they first built that it was an undertakers, a funeral parlour. 
 
Helen: Pengelley and Knabe. 
 
PT: Coming back down the hill there were a couple of guesthouses; there were a lot of guesthouses and a lot of 
boardinghouses. 
 
What was the difference between the guesthouses and the boarding-houses? Was it you could cook for 
yourself? 
 
PT: I think they were mainly the same. I think a guesthouse was bigger with quite a few people there; a boarding-
house might have had two or three boarders lived there. 
 
More or less house guests. 
 
PT: Yeah. There’s only a couple still standing; there’s one in Seaview Road and that was Belmont. 
 
What is it now? 
 
PT: That’s where you go to get yourself a job if you can find one, alongside the Radio Station up there 5FM. 
 
That’s just really a house isn’t it? 
 
PT: Right opposite where I worked, where McDonald’s are, that was a big guesthouse. That was, I should 
remember that; that was knocked down for McDonalds. Seymour, yes. I had a mental blank there for a while. 
 
Which way will we go now? We’ve come down the hill again. 
 
PT: Come back down to the bridge and over the bridge and the next part where the railway line runs you had the 
Masonic Hall. That’s still there, that’s Toop & Toop. Next door to that was a private house and they knocked that 
down and built, when Yeoward sold BP, he and his mate Athol Haynes built a big shed as a garage just past the 
Masonic Hall which is knocked down now and those big multi units are there. 
 
There were plenty of petrol stations. There was a fellow called Ernie Willats, there were two brothers, they were 
in there, probably be ninety now if they were both still here with us. When they were young lads they used to 
deliver bread to them all and that’s how all these guest houses. I have a list of them and who was running them at 
the time and who was delivering bread to them. That’s where all that came from. 
 



We might try and put that in to a document later and it can be useful that way. So Ernie Willats and did you say 
his brother? 
 
PT: Yeah, Gordon. Mainly Ernie was the one and he finished up with an OAM, he was gifted with that. 
 
Ernie? OK. 
 
PT: Yeah. He and his wife ran the bakery at Port Elliot. 
 
I’ve heard his name somewhere but I can’t remember where. 
 
PT: Yeah, Ernie Willats, in fact he and his wife were one of the couples who used to dance at my Dad’s; yeah 
that’s where they all met. 
 
Is there anything else you can think of that you’d like to talk about? 
 
PT: No, not off hand. 
 
Helen: Tell them about where you had your twenty-first. 
 
PT: Oh my twenty-first. I remember that, that was one of the first out at Glacier Rock when that was built. I was 
the first to have a function there. 
 
How many people did you have? 
 
PT: Just family and friends, all Mum and Dad’s friends, they all used to be called Uncle and Auntie, to be polite 
which is lacking today. And discipline! Some other time we could talk about the guesthouses. 
 
We could do another interview later. 
 
PT: Yeah, there were about ninety of them. 
 
And some of the people you’d remember wouldn’t you? We could do another day and just talk about 
guesthouses if you like. 
 
PT: Yeah. Back in those days it used to take half a day to get from Adelaide to Victor either on the train which ran 
every day and the road. Now it’s only less than an hour and that’s why they disappeared and a few motels have 
gone up and that’s about all. 
 
Caravan parks. 
 
PT: The Old Smugglers where the Old Smugglers are that used to be Strathmore and there was another big one 
alongside it. The Imperial. That finished up as we go around the corner towards the Town Hall, was the Southern 
Nursing Home, that all finished up where Veg Out is there now. That was a nursing home with The Clifton on the 
other side of the road and the petrol station at Woolies. 
 
We might go in to more detail about who had the guesthouses etc another time. 
 
PT: Alright. 
 
We might just close with that today and thank you very much for an interesting. 
 
PT: It’s been a pleasure. 


