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Good morning. 
 
WP: Good morning Joan. 
 
We’d like to talk about your very early family history here in Victor Harbor. 
 
WP: My grandfather came here from Guildford in Western Australia in 1858. 
 
And his name? 
 
WP: Thomas Parsons. He was about 21 years of age when he came here and I understand he did a bit of whaling. 
I’ve been told he was a bit of a harpoonist but I’ve never been able to get any verification of that. I heard from the 
family, he did cut the decking for the first Inman Bridge. 
 
Is that still existing? It wouldn’t be now would it? 
 
WP: No, no. The pylons are still there, a couple of pylons, but it’s gone now. 
 
Was it in the same place do you know? 
 
WP: No, it was further downstream, yes. I used it when we drove the sheep over there. We don’t know what else 
he did around that time but then he married Mary Smith and she was the daughter of George Smith who came to 
Victor Harbor and built the Victor Harbor House which was the first licensed public boarding-house.  
 
It was also the first stone building built in Victor Harbor. There wasn’t very much other than that other than the 
Police Station which was just over the road on Policeman’s Point. 
 
That was a two or three-storey house, Victor Harbor House? Two or three floors? 
 
WP: Yes, two storeys. 
 
Two storeys was it? 
 
WP: Yes, two storeys. 
 
A big building. 
 
WP: Yes, well it wasn’t as big, it’s been added on to since then. The first part was comparatively small in 
comparison. 
 
And the Hotel Victor is on that same site now? 
 
WP: Yes. Anyway George Smith was living over at Rapid Bay at the time, or out from Rapid Bay, and his son 
William came down and he was the Postmaster on horseback sort of thing up Port Augusta way. Anyway he 
joined him and Weymouth, who was a builder from Victor Harbor said there was a shortage of accommodation 
and they were going to build here at Victor Harbor, it was really needed so they discussed plans. 
 
William rode over on Christmas Day in 1862 and he arrived here at lunchtime, through the scrub and everything 
else. They had lunch and they went to a service that Ridgeway Newland took that day, being Christmas Day. They 
talked over the plans and decided on them and they went ahead with the building in the next year and George 
and Mary then. 



They ran it for a while did they? 
 
WP: Yes they ran it for a couple of years, they built it and they took the licence up straight away. Then a couple of 
years and I should go back I suppose, regarding the bridges. They were building the bridges and they were opened 
in 1863, at the same time the house, Victor Harbor House was opened. 
 
That was on both the Hindmarsh and the Inman? 
 
WP: On both of them and they were making the bridge over the Hindmarsh suitable to bring a train line over or 
tram line. 
 
Yes it was trams to start with wasn’t it? 
 
WP: They also had started on the Victoria Pier, where they were going to ship out because Port Elliot was being 
used for the outlet for the River Murray trade but they were having trouble with that and they thought that Victor 
Harbor was better. 
 
What was Victoria Pier? Where was that? 
 
WP: That was the first part of the jetty going out to the Causeway. 
 
To where that bit jutted off to the side? 
 
WP: Yes. 
 
And they had the swimming baths out there later? 
 
WP: Yeah, yes but then they decided they should take it out and make it more suitable and that was done in the 
seventies, the 1870s. 
 
Made it longer? 
 
WP: Yeah took it right out to the Island. 
 
Yes, yes. 
 
WP: Yeah. Before they put the bridges in I understand that they used to go along the beachfront, down by where 
the Yacht Club is and across the Hindmarsh and then some would go up Oliver’s Hill which is now called Kleinig’s 
Hill. In fine weather the bullock teams used to go along the foreshore to The Gap. 
 
On the hard sand I suppose. 
 
WP: Yeah, along the beach itself and through The Gap to save going over the hill. 
 
What’s The Gap? 
 
WP: The Gap is where the creek comes out before you get to Port Elliot. 
 
Oh that little creek? 
 
WP: There’s a railway bridge, you can’t see it so well now. 
 
You can see the archway as you’re driving. 
 
WP: Yeah, they used to go through there and then on to the road into Port Elliot and then the road went up 
Crow’s Nest Road to Adelaide; that was the way in. Port Elliot was the main centre at that time. 



 
Do you remember when that stopped and they brought the other road down? Instead of Crow’s Nest Road? 
 
WP: No, no it was before my time. 
 
It was quite a bit earlier. 
 
WP: Actually, Ridgeway Newland had an accident with his horses or coach or something and he died from coming 
down there. 
 
Yes I’ve read about that. 
 
WP: That was the following year in ‘64? So the bridges were both opened the same day. 
 
And did your family have anything to do with cutting that timber and so on for those bridges? 
 
WP: Not that I know of, I think that’s where he did the Inman Bridge and that’s why I can relate to that. They 
opened both bridges and then they had a function behind the Victor House on that day. The next year they 
brought the railway line down through. 
 
They changed the Port then did they? 
 
WP: Yes and I understand that was the extension of the first open steel railway in Australia wasn’t it? 
 
I don’t know. 
 
WP: Yes I think so. They always talked about. 
 
That was early wasn’t it? 
 
WP: Yeah, I think they had steel railways somewhere else but they weren’t a public railway like this one. 
 
When you call it a steel railway you mean steel lines? 
 
WP: Steel railway lines, yes. 
 
That was in 1865 was it? 
 
WP: In 1864, yeah. That sort opened it up to the trade with the River Murray and so they had an outlet at Victor 
Harbor and not at Port Elliot. 
 
So they would have shipped a lot of wheat and wool? 
 
WP: Yeah. Going back to George Smith, his son-in-law, Henry Wilkins, married his eldest daughter, Louisa, that 
very year. 
 
They were the parents of the famous explorer weren’t they? 
 
WP: Yes and it was rather interesting. He was here for about four years then he went up to Mount Bryan and they 
had a large family. Hubert Wilkins was the youngest one. It was rather interesting that in two generations the 
father was down here with sailing boats, going in and out of Victor Harbor, Port Victor, and the son, when he 
died, his ashes were taken by an American nuclear submarine under the ice-pack to the North Pole and surfaced 
and they spread his ashes there. 
 
Really? How amazing! 
 



WP: It happened in two generations. 
 
Sir Hubert Wilkins he was, wasn’t he? 
 
WP: Yes, yes, he was an explorer in the Arctic and then Antarctica. As a matter of fact I’m reading a book now; he 
was the only photographer awarded military medals for his work in the First World War. 
 
He’s a very unsung hero. 
 
WP: Yeah. 
 
We don’t hear much of him but he was very, very forward in his years. 
 
WP: Yes. As a matter of fact a chap, Jeff Maynard’s coming over to Adelaide to launch a book on his work in the 
War. A photographer, on Friday night. 
 
A War photographer? 
 
WP: Yeah. 
 
Which War was it? 
 
WP: First World War. He used to go over the front line and take photos of before the men came out. ----(both 
talking) 
 
And he survived! 
 
WP: Yeah, he did survive, yes. 
 
He was a real go-getter wasn’t he? 
 
WP: Yes. Of course, early in, one of the younger photographers, there were two; he was one that went with the 
other explorers down in the Antarctic. George was about three years up in the Arctic. 
 
George? 
 
WP: George, oh, Sir Hubert. Yeah he was exploring up in the Arctic Circle. 
 
Did you call him George? Was he commonly known as? I just got confused between Hubert and George. 
 
WP: I shouldn’t have done that but the first child of Henry Wilkins was called George and he was born up at 
Holowiliena Station and he died here in Victor just after they moved down. He only lived for about twelve 
months. Then they named the youngest one George. They changed his name to Hubert; they didn’t change, some 
said it was his wife and some said. 
 
There’s a bit of a story there. 
 
WP: Yeah, I don’t quite know. 
 
He’s known as Hubert, but also known in the family as George? 
 
WP: Yeah, well that’s where it gets a little bit confusing. 
 
I can imagine that. It might straighten out somebody’s story. Somebody may be interested in that later on. 
 



WP: Yeah, some said that after he was knighted after going across the Arctic Circle, they called him Hubert 
because there’s no confusion with the other one because he was knighted. That was another reason; you get 
various reasons for it. 
 
Did he have a family? 
 
WP: No he never had any family. 
 
A wife but no family. 
 
WP: No. 
 
That’s a shame. Now we could go back to the Victor Harbor House and after that, the Fountain Inn. 
 
WP: Yes. 
 
We slipped back a long way then. 
 
WP: Yeah well that was after two years when Henry Wilkins was given a job with a licence and George. 
 
George Smith? 
 
WP: George Smith then bought the Fountain Inn and that was in about 1865 I think and he was there about four 
years and then his son William moved in there with his young family. He held the licence from 1870 to early ‘71 
then he didn’t take the licence on after that, he dropped it and that was the end of the licence for Fountain Inn. 
 
OK. What was it then? Just a guest-house without a licence? 
 
WP: Yeah, it was just a house. 
 
Just a house; had a bit of farmland there didn’t it? 
 
WP: Yeah. I understood there was eighty acres that went with it according to his son. He bought the Fountain Inn 
because it had the land; that was what he was after. Anyway William lived in there for a few years and then he 
moved into a house further up on Tabernacle Road because that’s where it came out. I think William Smith, he 
bought. 
 
It’ll come back to you in a minute. 
 
WP: I’ve already mentioned his name, the chap who got killed? 
 
Newland? 
 
WP: Yes and he bought his land that adjoined it. That was Section 10 and Section 80. Accordingly there was an 
error in the acreage of Section 80 and they gave him another 29 acres where the High School and the Oval is now. 
 
Really? 
 
WP: I don’t quite know what happened after that. 
 
That was not attached though was it? 
 
WP: No it was quite separate from it; they added that on to it. William Smith worked on placing the stone for the 
Railway Shed. 
 
That’s still there isn’t it? 



 
WP: Yeah that’s still there and I never heard that they thought it was ballast left by boats. I’ve heard now that it 
came up from round Mt Breckan there somewhere. 
 
I’ve got a feeling I’ve heard something about that too. They did a little bit of re-building and they matched it up 
pretty well. 
 
WP: Yeah. Anyway he did that before he moved, that was one of the things he did in between before he went 
into the farming. 
 
The Smiths were your grandmother’s people weren’t they? 
 
WP: Yes, there were three children; George Smith, Mary and Elizabeth. Louisa was married to Henry Newland and 
then there was William and then Mary, the youngest girl. 
 
I didn’t know there was a connection to the Newlands. 
 
WP: No. 
 
Louisa? 
 
WP: Louisa was the eldest daughter of George Smith. 
 
Oh and she was married to Henry Wilkins. 
 
WP: Yes, yes. 
 
Not Newland. 
 
WP: No, I’m sorry about that. 
 
That’s alright, we’ve fixed that. 
 
WP: So Mary was the youngest of the three children. He and my grandfather, Thomas Parsons, they rode out on 
horseback to the Bald Hills, Cornhill Church at Cornhill. It would be about thirty kilometres I suppose, to get 
married. I wonder whether they eloped or what. Thomas Parsons had a sister living out in the Mt Alma area, they 
had a farm out there. That might have been one of the reasons they went out there. 
 
There were churches here weren’t there? There were churches here they could have married in but that’s the 
one they preferred. 
 
WP: Yes. It’s rather interesting that the Cornhill Church on my Mother’s side, a lot of that was involved in my 
mother’s side. 
 
And your mother’s maiden name? What family was that? 
 
WP: Kelly. 
 
Kelly, that’s right. 
 
WP: They came out from Ireland and they were very strong with the Methodist Church and they ----------
(indistinct) back in behind that and they had several sons that went in different directions. Then one of them 
bought a farm at Second Valley. Anacatilla, that was right in Second Valley itself. That’s where my mother was 
brought up and her older sister and her brother. Her brother was killed in the First World War. He sold out and 
then moved to Adelaide. 
 



If we go back to the Thomas Parsons family, he was here in Port Victor and then purchased a property further 
out didn’t he? 
 
WP: Yeah he got married out at Cornhill Church and then he was working for a chap called Heightman. He had a 
mortgage and wasn’t going too well or he wanted to get out of it so they offered him the mortgage and the land. 
There were three Sections which was about 240 acres so they moved into that a bit; mud wall house is on what 
we call Parsons Road out there. Later on he built a stone building over the other side of the gully. That’s when he, 
with Joe Crossman, cut the decking for the Causeway in 1872 I think it was. 
 
When they extended it? 
 
WP: When they extended it out to Granite Island. 
 
Tell us about how they cut it. 
 
WP: Yeah, I only milked cows and walked up on top of the hill, up Mt Alma Road that we call Mt Alma Road now, 
into the stringy bark country and how you go up the Devil’s Backbone, a very steep hill there. They did it with a 
pit-saw, two of them, and with the pit-saw they dug a trench in the ground, quite deep and longer than the logs 
they wanted to cut out and then they’d lay planks across each end of the bits of logs and then drag the main log 
they wanted to cut, saw out, and drag up alongside and roll it on top of these logs. Then they had a saw, a bit like 
a cross-cut only the teeth went one way. One would be up the top pulling it up and the one at the bottom pulling 
it down. Of course, all the sawdust would be coming down on top of them. 
 
That would be horrible! Which way did the saw cut, when it was being pulled up? 
 
WP: When it was being pulled down. 
 
When it was being pulled down? 
 
WP: Yeah. 
 
It would have been pretty skilled work to keep that nice and parallel wouldn’t it? 
 
WP: Yeah. 
 
They were cutting out planking. 
 
WP: Yeah. Yes. 
 
It‘s probably still there. 
 
WP: They used to have them; we’ve got them, the pitsaws. 
 
No, I mean the planking is probably still out on the Causeway. 
 
WP: No, no, no. 
 
It’s been replaced has it? 
 
WP: I think it was replaced if I remember rightly after the War. I think it was re-decked then. 
 
It’s a fair while isn’t it? 
 
WP: I think it might have been re-decked again since then. Doug (Jenkins) would be able to give you more idea 
about that one. Then they used to cart the timber, the planks, down over the Backbone; drag a log behind down 



to hold them down steady. Evidently they made pretty good money out of it. Joe Crossman lived just down below 
the Devil’s Backbone so he didn’t have very far to go. 
 
Do they still call it the Devil’s Backbone now? 
 
WP: I don’t know; some call it Hades’ Hill. 
 
It must be a bad one! 
 
WP: I think they do; anybody who’s been around for a while would still call it that anyway. 
 
People who live out that way would call it that. 
 
WP: They would know it as that. A lot of timber was cut through Inman Valley; thousands of sleepers were cut 
from Inman Valley. Mainly red gum and blue gum of course and that would be done the same way with the 
pitsaws. 
 
What about the piles that held the Causeway? Were they local? 
 
WP: I think they are; I think they were, but I’m not too sure. 
 
One of the gums probably for strength. 
 
WP: Yeah. Oh, no, stringy bark is very strong but I don’t know whether. 
 
Fairly big diameter too does it, the stringy bark? 
 
WP: Yeah, yes. The red gum and the blue gum were a fairly good size too. They didn’t use the pink gum so much 
because they didn’t grow into milling size so much. For fencing, pink gum was the better option; it lasted longer in 
the ground. Blue gum the white ants would try and eat it and red gum was what we would call carroty, break off 
at ground level. Red gum was very good for when we used to cut timber out for building and we’d use the red 
gum for stubs and floor joists for the moisture band and also the white ants didn’t worry it so much. Then after, 
we used blue gum. We’d use the red gum for planking for building wells and they used it on decking for bridges. 
They used to put dirt on the top. 
 
Why did they put the dirt on top? To make it easier to walk on? 
 
WP: They never sealed it and horses and calves and things. 
 
Too hard on their feet? 
 
WP: Yes, it was better to just top that afterwards. 
 
You’d think it would blow off wouldn’t you? 
 
WP: They used gravel. 
 
Oh gravel? 
 
WP: Yes. They’d have a plank down each side to hold it there. 
 
I was thinking of sand! 
 
WP: No. Then Grandfather made most of his living, while he was out there in the late ‘80s, wattle bark was very 
popular at the time for tanning skins and things like that. I can remember, as a child, he had a possum skin and I 
can just remember it and that would have been tanned with wattle bark. In that period, economically things 



weren’t too good in the State. I think one of the banks closed for a short while in the late 1880s but this was a 
good business and they used to roll it up into bundles and bring it down to, one place was behind McKinlay Street 
here in Victor. They used to break it up; they had different methods of breaking it up. Sometimes they used old 
flour mills or something like that. In the end they made machines too, just to smash it up. 
 
So they more or less powdered it did they, once it dried out? 
 
WP: Yes. Then a lot of it was shipped out from the jetty at the Bluff. Then they used to take the seed and sell that. 
 
Wattle seed? 
 
WP: Yeah wattle seed. 
 
What was the market for that? 
 
WP: South Africa was using it because they got cheaper labour up there and then it became competitive and that 
sort of thing. 
 
So they wanted to grow the wattle? I see. 
 
WP: Yeah. 
 
Diddled us out of the market? 
 
WP: They probably used it for other things, cooking too I suppose. 
 
Could have too. 
 
WP: I don’t know about that but I know that they used it for that and that diminished in the early 1900s. 
 
Probably went in to cattle or something? 
 
WP: Well yes they were in cattle. 
 
Or sheep? 
 
WP: Father, in those days, was interested in sheep and he became more involved with the sheep. Of course 
dairying was another mainstay too. Milked by hand. 
 
That’s hard work. Tedious work. 
 
WP: They used to make butter and I suppose some of them would bring it down to the town to sell the butter. 
Then they had a butter factory at the top, up there near Bald Hill there somewhere for awhile. I can remember 
when we used to have a truck that used to come around and collect it. We used to have little cans, we’d put them 
in a cool room, no refrigeration. They’d come twice a week and pick it up and take it to Adelaide. 
 
Milk would have been separated with an old hand separator? 
 
WP: Yeah, separated. It would have been first of all; then we had a milking machine and hand separator and did it 
that way. Then the separated milk was fed to calves; both the males and females and the bull calves or steers, 
they were then sold off at two and a half years of age, as beef, as beef cattle. 
 
It would have been good beef. 
 
WP: Yeah. We had Australian Illawarra Shorthorns; they were the dual purpose sort of animal so that went on for 
quite a while. 



 
Roughly how many cows would you have milked at one stage? 
 
WP: They were milking about fifty, yeah. 
 
And that’s twice a day? 
 
WP: Yeah. Then we got to the stage where Dad built another house and he got a sharefarmer in to milk the cows. 
I didn’t get involved with that. 
 
You were lucky! 
 
WP: I did relieve the share-farmer on a couple of occasions later on. 
 
Was that milking machine by then? 
 
WP: Yeah, milking machine. 
 
That wouldn’t have been quite so bad. 
 
WP: Oh no it wasn’t so bad. Later on, when my son Grant came home we built the brick new dairy, herring-bone 
which was quite modern for the time. 
 
What do you mean by herring-bone? 
 
WP: They’d come in at an angle and they had ten down each side. 
 
Like ribs? 
 
WP: Yeah. They said that one person couldn’t handle that many cups on there but we had been round doing 
some homework on it because we got a bit ahead. We were into sheep before we went into that and our son was 
wanting to come home after being away and getting experience. We had a farm down at Meningie and really it 
was a bit small so we were looking around in the south east further down but he was rather keen to keep the 
home place. Of course the home place was getting to the stage where we could see that it was getting too 
expensive to stay there. I said that the only thing left to do was to go into dairying which he did. He got up to 
milking about two hundred and sixty cows in the new dairy by himself. 
 
The next stage came and we had a go for a turnstile type of dairy and that was very expensive doing that. 
 
And that rotates around does it? 
 
WP: Yeah and for another reason he decided to give it away. We had a sharefarmer in and it wasn’t satisfactory 
so we talked it over and a grandson wouldn’t be farming our land. We decided it would probably be better to sell 
out then because it was deteriorating. 
 
We need to go back and talk about the War service, your grandfather and. 
 
WP: We jumped a bit! 
 
That’s alright, we’ve followed a line. 
 
WP: Yes, it was in the family, in Thomas Parsons’ family, there was nine altogether; he had five girls and four 
boys. The three youngest ones were boys and there were about two years between them. The eldest one stayed 
home and he was doing a bit of milling-out of timber for a while and then he went off and did his own thing. 
 
What was his name? 



 
WP: He was called Tom, yeah Thomas. He was a guardsman on the railway-line between Port Augusta and 
Oodnadatta. He traded in opals and different things like that I think and he lead a different type of a life after 
that. 
 
The other three, there was about two years difference in that. In 1901 they bought a property out at what we call 
Greenhills. It was between the watershed of -------(indistinct) and Inman Valley but also went into the Hindmarsh 
Valley. It’s out on the, roughly, on the corner of Sawpit Road and Greenhills Road. The hills were partly cleared on 
the tops and they showed up with all scrub around and they were called Green Hills. That’s how Greenhills came 
about and we always called the place Greenhills. 
 
Then in 1909 the family went their own way, the three boys went their own way and Father went on and leased 
the home place. 
 
Was he the older of those three> 
 
WP: No, Jack was the eldest and he bought a place over at The Olives, over at Yankalilla. Arthur went over to 
Dubbo; I don’t quite know why he went there but he was only there for a few years and then he came back to The 
Olives and managed the properties for Jack and for Harry, my father, when they went to the War. Arthur didn’t go 
because his health wasn’t good enough for it evidently. 
 
In that period when they were home the Mounted Rifles was formed, in 1896 I think it was, and Dad joined in ’97. 
Yes, the three boys had joined the Mounted Police, Dad was pretty young then but Jack was old enough, because 
the Boer War came in then and he went away with the first contingent to the Boer War, right at the end of 1900. 
That followed on and of course, after Coronation it became a Federal thing instead of being a State thing. That’s 
when they called it the Australian Light Horse. 
 
Whose coronation was it? George? 
 
WP: Federation. 
 
Oh Federation, not coronation. 
 
WP: Federation, that’s right. Then it became the Australian Light Horse and became under the Commonwealth. 
They used to have groups; there were groups here at Victor Harbor, Inman Valley, Yankalilla and Myponga. They 
used to ride down to have camps at Warradale. They’d ride down there and then ride back and camp often at the 
Victoria Hotel on top of Tapley’s Hill. I understood they camped in sheds sometimes, perhaps on the way. They 
kept that then Jack, after he came back. 
 
I think we were talking about the Light Horse Brigade. 
 
WP: That’s right. They used to ride down to Warradale and had camps down there. After Jack came back from the 
Boer War he rode the Coronation there in 1902. 
 
He went to England for that? 
 
WP: Yeah, yeah. Then Father kept on and Thomas Parsons died in 1914 and he joined up. Before that he had his 
change of Officers and he went to India for six months in 1913. 
 
That was in peace time, was it? 
 
WP: Yes, in peace time. Later on when his father died in 1914, he didn’t go straightaway, it was in August he went 
and joined up in September, but that’s another story! 
 
Your father actually went to both World Wars, or only the First? 
 



WP: No, no he only went to the First World War. He was leading the Home Guard thing here in the Second World 
War but he became too old and had to give it away. That’s the story there. 
 
I think we’ll go on, my father then joined up, they went over to, took the horses and everything else over to 
Melbourne, ready to go away and they formed three regiments. One was for Victoria, one was South Australia 
and one was Western Australia and he was in the South Australian one which was the Ninth Light Horse. They 
didn’t have quite enough to make the numbers up so they had some Victorians in it too. The Eighth was the 
Victorians and the Tenth was Western Australia. I don’t know how much you want to go into that? 
 
Whatever you like. Do you want to talk about his war service, where he went? He went to Egypt didn’t he? 
 
WP: Yeah they shipped out and they went to Egypt and they left the horses there. They had four hundred and 
two horses and only lost two on the way. Reynell was in charge of the horses and he was Reynell from Reynella. 
Reynell was a renowned winemaker there. He was at the Nek when that was attacked, that episode was on and 
the Eighth went over first, the Tenth after that after a time, and they were pretty well annihilated and the Ninth 
was left. His Regiment was there to go in after that. 
 
Then they went to Hill 60, I won’t go into details there but anyway he ended up with typhoid fever and he was 
shipped out from there to Malta. He was on the danger list for about six days then he was shipped back to Egypt, 
just after, in early ’16. Then he was sent home because physically and mentally he wasn’t too good so they said. 
He was then, because he improved on the way and he was put in charge of a camp at what is now Scotch College, 
it was an embarkment place. He was keen to get back again so he only lost six months away from the Regiment. 
 
He went back? 
 
WP: He went back again. Of course, when they left Egypt, it was about the same time, about Christmas time the 
time he got back there to Egypt when he was sent back. They got the horses together again and re-trained and 
then started the push back to the Sinai Desert. He only missed two campaigns and he went on through from 
there. 
 
Then he came back after the Regiment came back to Egypt because there was an uprising of Egyptians against the 
British and they were blowing things up and were going to have. Father was President of the Court for a while and 
then they were sent home. Because their CO, Scott, had malaria and he wasn’t fit to lead so Dad was in charge to 
bring them home and also the Tenth Light Horse. 
 
Was the War over then? 
 
WP: The War’s over then, yeah. 
 
They were tidying things up for a while? 
 
WP: Yeah, they were brought back because of the uprising of the Egyptians against the. 
 
I see. That was after the War? 
 
WP: Yeah. They went right through to Tripoli. He came back and he then was made CO of the Third Light Horse 
and he stayed in that until 1926 and then he gave that away. When he came back he bought the property at 
Waitpinga with the money he accumulated while he was away. It helped to pay, to buy that anyway because he 
was interested in going into wool, into sheep and that was more suitable country. 
 
Then he got married in 1922 to Lorna Kelly. Then he got involved with, he was on the Foundation Committee of 
the Hospital and then on the Hospital Board after it was built. He also was on the Encounter Bay Council and he 
was on that for twenty-one years I think it was, right up to after the War. They also had a Gymkhana organisation 
and he was President of that for a good many years. 
 
Very interested with horses? 



 
WP: Yes. Then of course there were four children born; Garnet was the eldest, he would have been named after 
Mother’s brother; Allenby, the next one, was named after General Allenby. He had a lot of time for him. 
 
He must have to name his son after him. 
 
WP: Then there was me, then Faye, the youngest one, the only daughter. 
 
You all lived out at Inman Valley? 
 
WP: Yes, we all went to school at the Middle Inman School; we’ve just had a reunion of that, just recently. 
 
How many years was that? 
 
WP: I had all my Primary School there. 
 
I meant the reunion. 
 
WP: Hard to say, over a hundred there; it was very good, rather interesting because you were meeting up with 
people you hadn’t seen or lost track of or wondered where they’d got to. Things like that, yeah. 
 
Did you say Middle Inman School? 
 
WP: Yeah, Middle Inman School. Yes my grandfather donated an acre of land for building a church, school and 
they had dances there, a meeting place, everything else. 
 
A multi-purpose building. 
 
WP: Yeah. My father had his five years of education there to get his Certificate, the School Certificate. That was in 
1885 when that was built. The Church closed; the school was kept through to. 
 
What was the Church called? St? 
 
WP: Yeah, it was St Thomas’ Church. 
 
St Thomas’, yes that’s right. I should have remembered that. 
 
WP: It wasn’t called St Thomas’ it was called the Church of England School and then in 1927 they then formed a 
school, they had a school down in Lower Inman, by the Hall. There was a shortage of teachers and everything else 
so they had built another school in between so they shared this thing up and they had to spend a week at one and 
then a week at the other. I went to school there; I remember arriving there the first day on my horse called Jack 
and I left him tied up all day while I went in school then rode home about two miles. My brother was with me, 
Allenby. 
 
Did he have a horse as well? 
 
WP: Yeah he was on a horse too then later on we had a yard to put them in so that made it a lot better. 
 
So when the teacher was going to these different schools did you and the students follow the teacher? 
 
WP: No I don’t know. When I was going it was only the first stages of it to when they got it built, the school built. 
After that it was all sorted out. Then when it closed it was called St Thomas’ and it was under the umbrella of the 
Church of England, Yankalilla, up till the early thirties and then it came under the umbrella of Victor Harbor after 
that. Then that closed I think in about ’92, 1992. The Museum from Yankalilla transported it over to the Museum 
over there. That’s how that ended up. 
 



It was a corrugated iron building wasn’t it? 
 
WP: Yes, yes. People said that they used to have dances in the shed. 
 
It must have been pretty crowded! 
 
WP: Yes it was a pretty universal sort of thing; quite an interesting sort of church. Now, what have we missed 
out? 
 
I don’t know, we’ve covered a fair bit of ground haven’t we? We’ve got most of about everything that we 
needed to talk about haven’t we? 
 
WP: Yes, I think so. We lived in the old stone house and Father built the new homestead and I had my sixth 
birthday just after we shifted to the new house and then we had. 
 
And they were both called the same name, the two houses weren’t they? 
 
WP: Yeah Holowiliena. So that there was no confusion with Holowiliena Station it was called Holowiliena Park, for 
registration and what have you and so both places were called Holowiliena. Then when we went into the new 
house we had power on with 32 volt and wind-light for generating power. We had cold water circulated through 
the house but it wasn’t heated until we got a coil later on put into the stove and had hot water. 
 
It would have made life easier for your mother. 
 
WP: We didn’t get refrigeration until 1950 and that was kerosene so we wonder these days. 
 
That would be funny too. If the wick wasn’t nice and clean they used to smoke and it was horrible. 
 
WP: Yeah. You know about that do you? 
 
Yes. 
 
WP: Yes that makes you wonder now how we used to slaughter our own sheep and things and you had to pick 
your weather when you did that and hang it and all that. 
 
Hang it overnight outside. 
 
WP: Yes of course when we got refrigeration we did several at a time. Before we had that we’d only do one at a 
time, then as you said, hang it out overnight or a bit longer if you could with a bag over the top of it. 
 
Cut it down with a handsaw, down the backbone? 
 
WP: Yes. 
 
My father did that. 
 
WP: Yes, when you see what they do now! 
 
Things have changed a bit haven’t they? 
 
WP: They have. 
 
Nobody would think of not having a washing machine. 
 
WP: No, no we only had a copper for heating the water. 
 



Water for bathing used to get taken from the copper into the front of the kitchen fire or somewhere in winter 
didn’t it? 
 
WP: Yeah and we had the bathroom up at the old place, we had a bathroom there but it was heated by copper 
and carted in. We seemed to be washed in a tub most of the time, so we didn’t use so much water then. 
 
Yes. A shower every day didn’t happen did it? 
 
WP: No. 
 
But they were good old times. 
 
WP: Yes. It made you appreciate going from one house to the other and we could go on and on from there with 
all the different things that came in. 
 
In your lifetime you’ve seen a lot of changes no doubt. 
 
WP: Yes, yes. 
 
You can remember getting a telephone put on. 
 
WP: Yes well we were lucky we had the phone out to the old place and then when we moved to the new one they 
cut through and put it on there and later on after the War Inman Valley got an automatic exchange. We were 
shifted on to that and if we wanted to go a certain way, Victor Harbor or down the south east we had one dial 
tone and if we wanted to go to Adelaide we had another dial tone. 
 
That would have been tricky. 
 
WP: Victor Harbor didn’t get automatic for some time after that. 
 
So did you have a numbered dial then? 
 
WP: Yes, oh yes. The thing was, when they first put it in they had an underground down along the main line and 
still kept the wires going up to the house. The white ants used to eat the covering on the wire underground and 
then we had a long span that the wires used to get twisted. The birds used to fly into it; it was a windy thing and 
used to twist around and we used to do most of our business at night time and whether it was community things 
or whether it was business things. 
 
Arranging things like shearers, catch them at night? 
 
WP: Well then even other people, tradespeople never had mobiles and usually did business at night-time. I can 
remember going down with a stick and torch and wire twisted up and throwing the stick up to get them 
untangled. Things have certainly changed since then. 
 
I think we’ve covered it all pretty well. 
 
I think we’ve done very well and thank you very, very much and if anybody’s heard a bit of quiet snoring here it 
wasn’t Warren it was the puppy dog! 


