ECONOMIC PROFILE
The City of Victor Harbor is a rural and residential area, with
rapidly growing township, holiday and retirement areas. The City
encompasses a total land area of nearly 400 square kilometres,
including significant areas of coastline. Rural land is used largely
for dairy farming, with some sheep and cattle grazing. Tourism is an
important industry, with holiday accommodation in the coastal areas.
Victor Harbor is a highly desirable destination to live and work given
its close proximity (80km’s) and access to Adelaide, the state’s
capital city. It has a mild climate, high rainfall, growing population and
beautiful natural assets.
With the introduction of the National Broadband Network (fibre to
the premises – connected in 2015) Victor Harbor is well placed to
engage with national and global markets while offering exciting
opportunities for improved productivity and business efficiencies.

Agriculture and the related industry sectors are well positioned to
benefit from an increasing global and national demand for clean
green produce.
The Health Care and Social services sector is a significant
contributor to the local economy. With increasing demand from an
ageing population the sector is forecast to continue on its growth
trajectory. The South Coast District Hospital is currently undergoing
a $10 million dollar expansion to support the growing demand in
health care services.
Based on 2011 Census data the Victor Harbor population consists of
52.8% of residents aged 50 – 84 years compared with 37.5% for the
rest of regional South Australia.
Between 2006 and 2011, the number of households with children
increased by 148 households or 11.4% which suggests that Victor
Harbor is becoming a highly desirable destination for young families,
with increasing capital investments made by the two public and two
private schools.
As the district centre of the most visited region in South Australia,
tourism and hospitality and retail services benefit with close to 1
million visitors per year, spending $68 million dollars in the local
economy (Local Government Profile – Tourism Research Australia
2007). The town’s population is estimated to double in the height of
the summer holidays.
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KEY FACTS & FIGURES
Population

Population Projections

14,938*

19,145**

2.26% average annual population
growth over last 10 years
Compared with 0.98% for the state average and
1.65% for the national average.

Resident Population

40%***

persons to 2022

of residential ratepayers reside
outside the Council area

and between 24,055 and 25,969 by
the year 2030

Gross Regional Product

Key Industry Sectors

Building Approvals

$471* million

Health Care and Social Assistance*

$47.8* million

Retail Trade*
Accommodation and Food Services*

(Residential $34.5 / Non Residential $13.2)

Education and Training*
Construction*

Local Businesses

Local Jobs

Employed Persons

1,119*

4,775*

5103*

persons are employed locally

residents are employed

Source
*
**
***

Australian Bureau of Statistics 2013/14 and Economy ID
Piron S (2005) City of Victor Harbor Past Population Growth and Future Projections
Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001 – Population & Housing

A number of significant capital projects are being delivered at present, these include
South Coast District
Hospital Upgrade

$10 million

Fleurieu Regional
Aquatic Centre

$21 million

National Broadband
Roll-Out

Mainstreet Masterplan

$6.13 million

multi-million
dollar
investment

(Stage 1 - $960,000)

Whalers Apartments
Tourist Accommodation

City of Victor Harbor Digital
Communication Roll-Out

$2.9 million

Ocean Road Upgrade

$1.468 million

$500,000

Bluff Boat Ramp

$750,000

