
VICTOR HARBOR ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, ‘Beside the Seaside’ 
Interview with Alan Field on 1st June 2017. 
 
Interviewer: Heather Watkins 
 

Mr Field, Alan. 
 
AF: Yes. 
 
Thank you so much for your willingness and enthusiasm to be part of the Oral History of 
Victor Harbor Project. We appreciate the time you’ve taken in preparing for this interview 
and hope it has helped to recall some great memories of your life, and in particular, your 
times in Victor Harbor and the district. Firstly Alan, can you tell me a little bit about 
yourself, where and when were you born? 
 
AF: I was born in Adelaide, back in 1934, Westbourne Park Private Hospital. 
 
Your parents? 
 
AF: Parents, Wybert and Amy Field. We lived in Adelaide for the first twenty-one years of my 
life. We went from Millswood to Everard Park to Glandore where I enrolled at the Black Forest 
Primary School and then did my secondary education at Adelaide High School, from there, on 
to Adelaide Teachers’ College. 
 
Right. We’ve got all your education in one sentence. 
 
AF: Perhaps I could also just indicate that at Adelaide Teachers’ College I met my wife 
Margaret or Margie and the rest is history I s’pose. 
 
Let’s go back to your parents and your family. What aspects of your family life do you 
think most influenced you? 
 
AF: I was the youngest of three boys. We didn’t have a girl in sight much to my mother’s 
distress. I was supposed to be a girl and my name was supposed to be Alison but that didn’t 
happen. I remember a pretty good family life. Being the youngest could be testing at times 
because there was quite a gap to my older brother, six years, eight years to my oldest brother 
but we were a pretty tight knit group. I do remember enjoying quite a number of family 
occasions. 
 
Some that I can remember, just up the road on the corner of South Road and Anzac Highway 
was the old Roxy theatre and we used to go up there, it was traditional in those days to go up 
there on a Saturday night to see the latest film. Things like that. 
 
We also liked going to the Wayville Showgrounds. My Dad was a Gallipoli veteran, 3rd Light 
Horse, always had an interest in horses and that interest flowed on after he came back from the 
War. We would go to the Wayville Showgrounds quite regularly to watch the harness racing it’s 
now called; it was “the Trots” in those days. I can remember they were very interesting times 
together. We were a pretty close knit family. 
 
To get to those events did you drive? 
 
AF: In actual fact, eventually Dad did have a car but it’s an era where most people did not have 
cars. We were located between Anzac Highway and the Glenelg tramline so transport was 
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relatively simple. Either by bus on the Anzac Highway, or more likely, on the Glenelg tram which 
was a very regular service. So when we went to the Showgrounds we would travel by tram to 
Goodwood and walk. 
 
Dad actually did have a car, I can remember he had a Holden in the very early days of the 
Holdens and we had some interesting drives with Dad. He wasn’t the greatest driver we would 
see. (chuckles). 
 
Even as a young boy you recognised that he wasn’t the greatest driver? 
 
AF: Yes. I don’t think we harped on it too much but no, he wasn’t the greatest driver. 
 
Did your mother drive? 
 
AF: No, no Mother never drove. 
 
But she would come on family outings with you? 
 
AF: Yes, yes. She was the glue I s’pose as I look back now that basically kept the family very 
closely tied together. She had a pretty big influence on my life and I can remember her being a 
wonderful mother. 
 
Wonderful to look back on isn’t it? 
 
AF: ‘tis, ‘tis. 
 
That’s good memories. Schooling. You mentioned that you started schooling at Black 
Forest. 
 
AF: Yes. 
 
Do you recall anything much about your first day, first year at school? 
 
AF: Not a lot. I think, as I remember it was called, they didn’t call it Grade 1 and Grade 2 so 
much as, not Reception, I think it was almost called kindergarten in those days. Had some very 
good teachers. I do remember that I had very great difficulty seeing what was on the 
blackboard. I had an eye problem at a very early age. I suffered from myopia, short-sight, and I 
had glasses I think, probably very soon after I started school, so say sixish and I’ve worn 
glasses basically all my life since. That was always a little bit of a problem because you always 
had one or two people that wanted to call you four-eyes or goggle-head or whatever they had 
names for. It’s typical, it didn’t worry me all that much but there was always some banter about it 
I s’pose. 
 
Always that edge of discomfort. 
 
AF: Yes, yes. 
 
Your primary school years, and I guess this is quite unusual to be talking and looking 
back about this, but I think it’s very influential in what you did when you came here as a 
teacher and the influence it had on you so that’s why I’ve gone back to this part. Your 
Primary years, you told me how music influenced your life during that time. 
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AF: Remember Heather, it was war years, born in ’34 so I’m seven or eight in ’41 or ’42 and 
things were very dark, dark days. I do remember going out to air raid shelters, in homes close to 
the school; where if there was an emergency, that’s where we would go. All of that stuff in the 
war years can’t forget it really. Music, yes, I had one teacher there by the name of Clive Masters 
who was a very good musician himself and he actually headed up what was called the Drum 
and Fife Band. They were traditional in those days. I became a member of that and he was, 
maybe he saw a bit of talent, I don’t know but he was encouraging me to do what I could with 
music. 
 
In Grade 7 I do remember the teacher was not musically inclined and I was asked to, basically 
when the ABC Music Programme came on, at the end of it you had to go over the song, over 
and over the song so it was well known. I got the job of doing that with the class which probably 
was a bit unusual but that was one of the very early experiences but I do remember Clive 
Masters and his influence on me in Primary school. 
 
In looking at that experience of being asked to take the class through the songs did that 
set you up for people saying, ”Oh, teachers’ pet?” 
 
AF: Yes, I guess there was a bit of that, a bit of that. It sounds a bit boastful but I was Dux of the 
school in Year 7 and if you’re one of the top academics in a class you tended to get a bit of that 
sort of treatment, teacher’s pet sort of stuff. It didn’t bother me, I had a pretty thick skin, I think 
I’ve always had a pretty thick skin, Heather. You learn the hard way. 
 
But you weren’t just focussed on music during Primary school, what sport? 
 
AF: No. I was very interested in sport. The problem with the sport in those days, I loved football, 
Australian Rules football but with glasses, I had to wear them because I couldn’t see so I was 
basically banned from playing football by my parents because broken glasses cost money, lots 
of money. I did a few things behind their backs and I did play a few games of football and I 
avoided breaking my glasses but because of that I tended to focus on tennis. 
 
We had in our residence at Glandore we had a tennis court but my Dad loved tennis and played 
a lot of tennis there over the years. I was coached in tennis and I was lucky enough to win a few 
Age Championships in tennis. That interest in tennis continued right through until playing on 
hard court in 40º Celsius at the age of sixty - sixty-five – seventy lost its appeal. 
 
Obviously it was appealing for many years. 
 
AF: It was, yes. It’s a good game and I’m very grateful for the opportunity to have played a lot of 
tennis. 
 
Did you start playing that during war years? 
 
AF: Yes, it’d be hard to put an age on it but I would say probably from eight, nine, or even about 
that time I would have had a racquet in my hand, yes. 
 
Different opportunities that you wonder whether people had during war-time. 
 
AF: Yes. 
 
I know from what I’ve heard, to try and maintain a certain amount of regularity and 
stability was always foremost. 
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AF: Yes, yes. I do remember the very dark years of ’41 and ’42 when soon after Pearl Harbor 
and the bombing of Darwin there was a real panic around even down in South Australia. The 
papers didn’t make it any easier because even though they were censored to some degree 
there was still that nervousness about a possible Japanese invasion. 
 
As well as your music that was drawn out of you in a way by giving you that opportunity 
to take that role there was also leadership skills that you were obviously gaining. 
 
AF: Yes, yes. I went on with music, just coming back to the music side Heather. I attended 
Black Forest Methodist Church. My mother was very keen for me to learn the piano which I did, 
not for a long period of time but it was a traditional training but I kept going with my music and at 
the church I played the piano for Sunday School, Sunday School anniversaries and my father 
was a very keen singer so I was accompanying him with various simple songs. 
 
When I got to Teacher’s College some other musical influences that were attractive. We had a 
dance band at Adelaide Teachers’ College which I played in as a pianist. It kept going and 
eventually it lead to a little bit of conducting at an early age. That continued also with choirs etc. 
and I got to teach so it was a gradual flow on effect from very early days. 
 
During your High School years were there opportunities at school for music, for sport? 
 
AF: It certainly was in sport because I can remember playing for Adelaide High down at the 
Memorial Drive. They were very interesting times. We actually had a very good team. 
 
Was this tennis? 
 
AF: Tennis, yes. We were probably the dominant team, not because I was playing it was a 
team, it was a team’s event. We had a very good team. Music was at High School, not too many 
opportunities at High School. They did have an orchestra but I didn’t have an orchestral 
instrument, I had piano but there are plenty of better piano players than me there. Of course the 
emphasis in those days, the curriculum basically was English, Latin, French, Maths 1, Maths 2, 
Physics, Chem. No woodwork, no economics, no Phys. Ed., none of that. It was very academic. 
 
That in itself is an opportunity for a person to drop out of doing those things and they 
don’t pick them up but for you, that didn’t happen because you were playing at school. 
 
AF: No. Outside of school I had the opportunities of Church, at Sunday School. There was a 
Church choir that I was part of so those opportunities were there and I was able to use them to 
get some of the basic skills. 
 
Do you recall why teaching became a career option? 
 
AF: As I remember it in 3A at Adelaide High I had a class teacher, a very good class teacher by 
the name of George Williams. And one day there, I think it might have been just before we went 
to recess and George basically said, “Alan, have you ever thought about going into teaching?” 
 
I’d never thought about it really, life after school, much at all, but that was the first inkling I had 
that maybe he’d seen something. I think that implanted a seed there that probably grew. When 
we got to the Leaving year which was Year 11 in those days they were pretty keen to get 
teachers, or people enrolled to go into teaching. They had a scheme called probationary and 
preliminary probationary students and I signed up as early as that. Went on to Leaving Honours 
and then of course on to Teachers’ College. 
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Apart from the fact that I liked the (word indistinct) I started to like the idea of being a teacher. It 
had some huge economic advantages in those days. Your course at university was paid for, you 
lived on a pittance, the amount of money you got to see you through for one year was very 
minimal but you didn’t pay a cent towards an education at university level. You had to agree to 
go with a bond with the Department for three years. You had to teach for three years, probably it 
was still around in your day Heather, I imagine. 
 
It was, it was and I did sign up for it (laughter) but didn’t go on with it. 
 
AF: No, no. 
 
I think that £50 a year was like, “Oh, gold!” 
 
AF: It was. It doesn’t sound very much and it was really a pittance when you think about it but if 
you could live frugally you could use it well and I think most of us did. 
 
That’s right. 
 
AF: Getting some money every fortnight I think it was or whenever it was. 
 
So the highlights of your high school period? 
 
AF: Adelaide High was, reflecting back now, was a very good school. I had a lot of opportunities 
at the school to increase, I suppose, not only my knowledge but expand my horizons a little bit. 
 
In what way? 
 
AF: Let me say that I became a prefect I can remember that, I think I was a prefect in my 
Leaving year so in that role you picked up some leadership skills. Prefects weren’t always 
flavour of the month with the students because you were regarded as the teacher’s best friend 
which wasn’t always a delight. Leadership skills there. 
 
As I said tennis became important. I was not able to play football in winter so in actual fact I 
played winter tennis as well. Eventually I broke those shackles and I did play football but it 
wasn’t until, I probably didn’t break those shackles until I reached Teachers’ College. By that 
stage I would have been seventeen. This is digressing a little bit, but by that stage I had a friend 
at Laubman and Pank who said that I can make you some special glasses which are pretty well 
unbreakable. I said, “Go for it.” 
 
Which he did. They were shocking! They looked terrible, absolutely dreadful but they worked, 
they worked and so with those glasses I was then able to enjoy football. And I loved the game I 
really did love the game. 
 
That’s really a bit of a digression from Adelaide High but it sort of goes back to Adelaide High I 
suppose because it meant that my parents were really very keen for me to continue with my 
tennis. I did play other sports, I played cricket. My brother Lloyd the older brother, was a very 
good runner. He won a Bay Sheffield. I had an interest in athletics. There were a lot of 
influences there but there were some excellent teachers at Adelaide High. I look back on those 
days with considerable affection. 
 
Having good teachers always means, you could think wow I could be a teacher, this is 
something for me to look up to. 
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AF:I think that also played a part in me perhaps looking at teaching as a career. 
 
Was the team aspect of football different to playing tennis as a team? 
 
AF: It is different, even though as I said the Adelaide High School tennis team was a good 
team, tennis tends to be very much an individual sport. You can play doubles but it tends to be 
an individual sport whereas football is very much a team sport. I realised that was a very big 
difference actually. 
 
Did you enjoy that difference? 
 
AF: I did, I did, yes. 
 
Yes, there’s something about a team in which I feel people who don’t play sport in a team 
do miss out on something that team connections and workability. 
 
AF: If you’re in a good team there’s a unity, there’s a mateship, a friendship that can continue 
for basically a lifetime. 
 
Yes, so then you went to Teachers’ College and there were bands and there was Margie. 
 
AF: Yes. 
 
So from your position on the stage were you watching Margie? (Laughter) 
 
AF: Well Margie’s a little bit younger than me so my first year at Teachers’ College, she didn’t 
rock up till I was in my second year at Teachers’ College. She was Junior Primary. She was a 
hockey player and in that particular year we had interstate competitions with Western Australia 
and Victoria. There was Melbourne Teachers’ College, there was Claremont and Graylands 
Teachers’ College in WA and that year we were off to Perth. We met on the train, a rather 
interesting experience that was. 
 
The train or the meeting? 
 
AF: We met on the train. There had been meetings, preliminary meetings before we ever went 
to WA to get a sort of a feel together. We didn’t really meet until we were on the train. In those 
days it was a three day trip because you changed gauge twice, three, twice, three times and 
that’s where it started, on my nineteenth birthday. 
 
A memorable day and date! 
 
AF: She was seventeen. So yeah, young love I think you call it. 
 
Love at first sight. 
 
AF: Yes. 
 
That would have been quite unusual to have trips interstate and taking three days to get 
there and three days to get home. How many days were you in Perth? 
 
AF: I would think probably, I think they tried to hold them in, I don’t know that I could call them 
holidays, but they did have times off in the university calendar. It would have to be, as you say it 
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would have to be at least two weeks that we would be away, at least two weeks because if it’s 
three days travel there and three days travel back it’s not going to leave a lot of time for events. 
 
AF: Yes. 
 
And getting to know your future wife! 
 
AF: Yes! There were lots of activities. There were Balls and a whole host of social activities and 
bus trips around the place. There was plenty of time to get to know one another. 
 
When you completed Teachers’ College, your first appointment? 
 
AF: I was at Teachers’ College for the four years 1952 to 1955 and I was appointed to Victor 
Harbor High School in 1956. 
 
How did that appointment come about? 
 
AF: Unbeknownst to the Department, my prospective father-in-law Arthur Burfield was the 
Headmaster at Victor Harbor High. 
 
Late in 1955 the tradition was the secondary teachers, the outgoing secondary teachers would 
go from Adelaide Teachers’ College in Kintore Avenue walk up Gawler Place to the old building 
in Flinders Street. There you would be seated in a dark and dingy room and some head honcho 
would come in, that was a bloke called Dickie Richards actually. I can remember it quite well. 
He would come in with a smile on his face and then proceed to tell you in alphabetical order the 
school you would be going to in 1956. So we were waiting through the As, Bs down to the Fs.  
 
Mr Field, Victor Harbor High School. Well there was quite an interesting reaction from my 
colleagues at that stage because they already knew I was going with Margie. They all knew that 
Margie’s Dad was at Victor Harbor High School as the Principal and they reckoned it was 
rigged. I had to try and assure them it wasn’t rigged, I had nothing to do with the appointment. In 
actual fact it was not rigged because Arthur wanted a Latin teacher and I happened to have 
Latin in my degree and it was, I think, on that basis that I was appointed to Victor Harbor High 
School. 
 
He knew that you and Margie looked like being a long-term item? 
 
AF: I reckon we got engaged in March ’56, 1956. We’d been going by then since 1953 so yes I 
think Arthur could see it was probably going to be a long-lasting match, yes, and that’s how it’s 
turned out. 
 
So you came to Victor Harbor as a Latin teacher, and Margie, where was she? 
 
AF: Margie at that stage was her first appointment, remember Junior Primary she had a two 
year course, she could have had a three year course but we discussed it and she elected to go 
out and she was appointed to Meningie. She wasn’t around in 1956 in the early stages of 1956. 
 
She got transferred to Yankalilla Area School initially and I think that was done at the end of 
Term 1 in ’56 and I’m a bit hazy on this but eventually, I believe probably from the beginning of 
the 1957 year she was appointed to Victor Harbor Primary School where she would have been 
the youngest teacher by, I’d say, at least thirty years. It was a slow process getting her to Victor 
Harbor. We were married in January ’57 so, yep, I think that probably stitches up pretty well. 
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You taught Latin; what other subjects? 
 
AF: I taught History, I had History in my degree, I also had French but there was no French at 
Victor Harbor High. I also taught Mathematics and I think I had one class of Science in one year 
I was there. I did have Chem. in my degree but in an Arts degree which seems crazy but I did 
have Chem. in my Arts degree. They were the main subjects that I taught over the years, Latin, 
some French, History and Mathematics. 
 
Just on a personal note what sort of History because that must have been, maybe I had 
you for Maths? 
 
AF: Australian History? Unfortunately that seems to not be a major focus these days but the 
Intermediate course in those days they had a book by Professor Portus on Australian History. It 
was a potted version but actually it gave students a pretty good understanding of basic 
Australian history and that faded into oblivion. You would probably have had Portus I reckon. 
 
I don’t remember having Australian History after maybe First Year. I know I did Ancient 
History for a Leaving subject. 
 
AF: The other histories that I taught at Victor, in Leaving I had a very interesting course called 
Early General History, dealing with Ancient civilisations. It wasn’t called Ancient History it was 
quite separate. Ancient tended to go with Greek and Roman whereas the Early General 
focussed on far more civilisations than that, going way back to the Tigris Euphrates civilisations 
and so forth. I taught that at Adelaide High when I got there. I actually taught Modern History 
which was really a Commonwealth History and European History. It was quite a smorgasbord I 
suppose of histories that I taught. 
 
You went from here to Adelaide High as a teacher? 
 
AF: Yep. I went back there as a Senior Master in 1961 so there were five years here, and let 
me say that those five years at Victor High were, you learnt very quickly. Again there were some 
outstanding teachers on that staff; Ian Laslett, Howard Barber, Arthur himself was a good 
teacher, so you just learned very quickly from the way they worked with students. We had also I 
have to say some very, very talented students, at that particular time – you included! We did, we 
did and so I guess those five years were very much a young teacher and sowed the seed. 
 
On a personal level you and Margie had married in that second year that you were here. 
Did Margie continue teaching? 
 
AF: She did. Our first child, Katherine, Kathy, was born in August 1960 which was our last year 
here. There was a bit of a gap between our marriage and our first child; that was deliberate. 
Then two children followed a boy Peter in ’62 and another girl, Lorraine in ’65. 
 
That was when you were by then at…? 
 
AF: Adelaide High, mm. 
 
Before we go to Adelaide High, while you were here teaching what was Victor Harbor like 
as a community? What did you become involved in? 
 
AF: Pretty different from what it is now. 
 
But from you as a city boy, coming to the country. 
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AF: Yep, yep. My original intention was, I can tell you honestly Heather, do my two years, sort 
of a theory around that you did two years in the country then get to heck out of the country back 
to the city. Well it didn’t work like that for me. Being a city boy I’d never experienced anything 
like country life but Victor in particular had a community spirit and it still has. It just stood out. I 
just enjoyed it. I just, I like meeting people, I like being with people and what I experienced in 
those five years convinced me very quickly that I really didn’t want to go back to the city to teach 
if I could avoid it. Basically I did and I think also when we were first married and experienced life 
down here I think we also had an inkling at that stage this was probably where we would retire 
and that’s how it happened. 
 
Margie was a country girl. She came she spent quite a number of years at Strath before she 
went to Teachers’ College so she knew the country feel more than a city feel so I didn’t have to 
convince her that the country life was the way to go. 
 
So you’ve got a good solid school, you’ve Church commitments in Victor. 
 
AF: Yes they continued. In 1956 the Adare Methodist Church was opened and I came from a 
Methodist tradition, Margie came from the Methodist tradition so it wasn’t very difficult for us to 
become members at Adare. It wasn’t called Adare then, it was Victor Harbor Methodist. It didn’t 
become Adare Uniting until the Union came in 1977. So it was only from then that it was called 
Adare. It was Victor Harbor Methodist. 
 
As a young man and as a young couple, the Church involvement opportunities there for? 
 
AF: We’ve both been strongly influenced by Christianity. By the way we were married in a 
Methodist Church as no surprise. We’ve both been very strongly influenced by Christian 
families, particularly on Margie’s side. I do believe that faith endures today. It has played a very 
significant part in both our lives, it still does. I think the principles as espoused by Christ himself 
pretty obviously the way to go if I can put it bluntly. 
 
In that mix of being a solid church person you had football. How did you get to play for 
Encounter Bay? 
 
AF: Just before I answer that question, can I also say that it ties in I suppose with football and 
sport. I am a teetotaller, Margie’s a teetotaller, we’re both non-smokers. I think that probably 
goes back to commonsense but it does possibly also goes back to our Christian faith. I did see 
as a kid the damage that alcohol, the abuse of alcohol can cause. It had a huge impact on me 
at the time and I think that’s one of the reasons why I thought that no, not for me. 
 
When you got to football functions I could drink lemon squash as well as anybody who was 
more inclined to be in the alcohol, into the alcoholic beverages, if I can put it that way.  
 
To answer your question directly I had been playing football in the United Church, in my 
Teachers’ College years, I had broken the shackles, told Mum and Dad that I had these 
glasses, you don’t have to worry about it, if they get broken I’ll pay for them. So I was playing 
Black Forest Methodist actually. 
 
My older brother Lloyd played a few matches for Sturt and at that time, one of the legends of 
football down here, Don Bartel was also trying his hand out at Sturt. Don’s an Encounter Bay 
man and they got talking and older brother Lloyd says, “Oh younger brother’s not a bad 
footballer why don’t you sign him up?” So Don came around quite quickly. 
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Quite quickly? As in? 
 
AF: Well in ’56 I hadn’t played football here because I was going back to Adelaide to do some 
study to complete my Diploma of Education. So I didn’t play here in ’56, it wasn’t til ’57 that I 
actually started to play here. The only way I could complete my Diploma of Education, I 
suppose I could have done it by correspondence but I elected to go back to Adelaide and do 
tutorials on Saturday morning. Ed. Psych. 2 it was. 
 
So I didn’t actually start playing footie until ’57 but Don was around to see me on a Saturday 
morning. He just told me about Encounter Bay, lovely to play for Encounter Bay and I was 
impressed with what I saw so I signed on the dotted line. What I didn’t know at that stage was, if 
you were a public servant, particularly if you lived between the rivers as we did, we were around 
in Sturt Street which is between the rivers you played for Victor. Unwritten, there’s no formal law 
about it, but it was a sort of unwritten law. You played for Victor. That caused a little bit of a stir 
actually but anyway that was the way it went. I’m pleased I did play for Encounter Bay because 
in fairness I have to say, in my opinion, it was a better Club than Victor at that stage in all ways; 
from administration down to the blokes.  
 
So I do remember one funny incident just to show you, there’s always been this feeling between 
Encounter Bay and Victor Harbor, which you will know Heather. It was after I won my first Mail 
Medal I got a telegram from Ted Gare he sent it to me put it in the box at the Victor Harbor High. 
Ted Gare was a teacher, for the tape, was a teacher at Victor Primary, an absolute Victor 
Harbor Football Club legend. And I got this telegram from Ted: 
 
To Mr Alan Field, C/- Encounter Bay High School. 
 
Then he went on to say “Congratulations!”, or whatever it was. I laughed for about five minutes 
when I saw it. It was typically, it was typically Ted Gare, typically! 
 
Anyway I then played for those four years before I left to go back to Adelaide. Yep, good news, 
good news. 
 
Four years in which you won two Mail Medals. 
 
AF: Two premierships and the other two years were runners-up. Remember it was only a five 
team competition in those days. Victor, Encounter Bay, Compass, Elliot, Goolwa. It’s now a ten 
team competition down here, but only five in those days. Yeah I was lucky enough to win two 
Mail Medals, first in ’58 and the next year in ’59. Yeah. You don’t play to win Mail Medals you 
play because you’re part of a team. It was an honour. 
 
As part of a team you were also Captain? 
 
AF: Only one year; Don was Captain, Don Bartel was Captain all of those years except I think 
he probably, I don’t know whether he actually put up the boots at the end of ’59 but I do 
remember in 1960 it was the one year when I was Captain of Encounter Bay. 
 
So there’s the leadership thing that comes through and when teams are winning 
premierships year after year you know there’s something working within the whole 
structure of the team. 
 
AF: Yes. 
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Not just top players but good team structure and good management and good leadership 
through there. 
 
As well as your sport, your music here. Obviously you weren’t teaching Music. Was 
Music available at the school? I don’t think it was. 
 
AF: I did take the choirs though when we had Speech Nights and various, and I think there was 
a Primary School, I think there was one Primary School Festival where I got invited to take the 
Primary School Choirs. I remember having a rehearsal over at Pt Elliot Primary for that, but 
Speech Nights and various other things there was usually a school choir. So, yes I did do that.  
 
I must have missed out on that. I didn’t know there was any music happening. 
 
AF: You don’t remember the Choirs for those special occasions? 
 
No, no. 
 
AF: No, no. I remember in 1956 they did Trial by Jury at school, at school. How did I get 
involved in that? I don’t remember now but I do remember they did Trial by Jury but in 1956, the 
South Coast Choral and Arts Society for the first time, they’d begun as a group in 1950 as a 
Choir, then by middle fifties numbers were waning. Then one or two of the teachers at the High 
School who had an interest in music, musicals, drama, Ian Laslett, Rex Rowe, I’ve mentioned 
those names previously, they said, “Time we did a musical.” 
 
They brought out the Pirates of Penzance. Remember they’re starting from scratch they’re not 
sure what they’re going to get. I’d arrived on the scene at that stage, I don’t know whether I 
auditioned or not but I got the minor role of Samuel. I can still remember the performances went 
particularly well actually and it was a start of the musicals that the Society’s done for ever and a 
day since then. 
 
Anyway the next year, Ian Laslett approached me and said, “Alan, I want you to musically direct 
the next show we’re doing.” Which was The Mikado. Then soon after that, the next year was 
The Gondoliers, the next year was Chu Chin Chow and in 1960 it was HMS Pinafore, so there 
was a succession of G&S operas and I was involved with the musical direction of all of those. It 
was a real experience actually because even though I’d had some musical background it was a 
bit of a leap, but enjoyable. 
 
And you probably didn’t have videos and dvds to watch and see how it was done. 
 
AF: No. 
 
You had the music score, is that what you call it? 
 
AF: Yes. 
 
And that was it. 
 
AF: Yep. We had at Teachers’ College done some Gilbert and Sullivan operas with Alva 
Penrose. That name, Alva Penrose, was around for quite a long time. He was the ABC man that 
also presented the musical programs on the ABC when I was at Primary School. The Ashgrove 
and Lincolnshire Poacher and all that sort of stuff. He was a lecturer at Teachers’ College in my 
time and he’d had experience with G&S. That’s why they did The Mikado and The Gondoliers 
and that etc etc so I was in The Mikado, I was in The Gondoliers, so I got a bit of a feel for 
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Gilbert and Sullivan at that stage which was helpful, even though I’d never done the Pirates it 
was good. 
 
Good. It has certainly been a wonderful thing that has happened over the years. It’s been 
amazing in Victor. OK. Then you spent some time in Adelaide? 
 
AF: Yep. 
 
Went to various other parts of South Australia teaching? 
 
AF: I was at Adelaide High from ’61 through to ’68, as a Senior Master there and then at the 
end of ’68, I think probably as late as November, the Principal came to the door, last lesson on 
a, don’t know what day it was but it was last lesson, I can remember that because I was 
teaching 3A Latin. He knocked on the door said, “Director of Secondary Education, Mr Barter 
wants to see you at four o’clock.” 
 
I was a bit shocked by this. I think I said to him, “What have I done now?” 
 
In Latin! (laughter) 
 
AF: Not in Latin! So I trotted up to Flinders Street by four o’clock and Mr Barter saw me and 
basically said, “Don’t ask any questions Alan, but I think there will be an opening for a Principal 
at the new school, Glengowrie High School in 1969. Would you be interested?” 
 
So I said, “I need to think about that Mr Barter. I need to talk it over with my wife.” Anyway we 
did talk it over that night, I got back to him next morning and said, “Yes, we will.” 
 
He said, “You understand it’s for one year?” 
 
I said, “Yes, I understand it‘s going to be for one year.” So we opened a new school at 
Glengowrie. It was an experience and a half too, that one. Too many details to tell you in this 
interview but it was an astounding experience. 
 
Starting a new school from basically nothing in very quick time because we had to have that 
school open for February next year. Uniforms, school hymns, war cries and all the rest of the 
paraphernalia that goes with it. Something had to be done and done in a hurry. A terrific year 
that was. 
 
Terrific? Terrifically good? 
 
AF: Terrifically good. Two hundred and twenty Year 8s, that’s all it was, basically starting from 
the bottom. They told us that the new school that was still being built wouldn’t open until 
October at the earliest so we were pitched down at the old Stirling Road Primary School on an 
asphalt jungle for basically most of the school year. Not a blade of grass there. 
 
The kids, the girls went to Underdale for Home Economics, the boys went to Ascot Park for 
Tech Studies. We had no sporting facilities, we went down to Seacombe High for our sport and 
so there was a lot of bussing going on. They were the sort of things that you had to face, but 
great kids, good staff and parents – absolutely supportive in every way. 
 
As a young man with a young family, was that a huge stretch? 
 
AF: That was a challenge! 
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Right. 
 
AF: That was a challenge. The Department were right. They said one year so November at the 
end of 1968, “Time for decisions Alan, time for decisions. We have a few schools we can give 
you an option of going to.” 
 
There were about eight, Burra, Peterborough, Kapunda, Alice Springs and a few others. The 
funny part was, I went in to the Staff Room not long after I received this phone call at morning 
recess and I said, “Well folks, here we are. This is what I’ve been offered for next year. What do 
you reckon?” 
 
“Oh no doubt about it, Alice Springs!” 
 
I thought what, they’re having me on! Armed with that knowledge I then went home that night  
and put the same schools in front of Margie. She didn’t have to think very hard, she said, “No  
question, Alice Springs!” That was the last one I’d thought of so Alice Springs it was. Five years  
up there ’69 to ’73. 
 
I was able to take through one whole platoon of students from Year 8 through to Matriculation  
as it was called then. Our kids did their primary schooling up there and we all look back on  
those five years with great affection. Different ball game, completely different ball game. 
 
 
Yes, you came to the country when you came to Victor Harbor but to go to Alice Springs. 
 
AF: Still a bit of a frontier town in those days. 
 
But a wonderful experience. 
 
AF: Oh, certainly. We were seconded South Australians. That’s how we went up there. At that  
stage they were trying to move to what they called a Commonwealth Teaching Service.  

 
Eventually, the last year we were there we could join the Commonwealth Teaching Service and 
stay or you could go back to South Australia as one of these seconded South Australians. The 
Commonwealth Teaching Service had a lot of rough edges at that stage. I didn’t really seriously 
consider that as an option even though we did enjoy our time at Alice Springs. 
 
A good time when you’re there for five years. 
 
AF: About twenty-five thousand in the town at that stage. 
 
But a good period of time for you to be there in a school. It’s not a one year and it’s not 
going over and probably a wonderful experience for you all as a family. 
 

AF: For all of us. It’s where we got our love of camping. We did a lot of camping. We did a lot of 
touring, from Alice Springs it wasn’t hard to get out to places like Broome and Kununurra – a 
long way away but half way there and then out the other side if you wanted to go to Charters 
Towers, Townsville, Cairns. In those days teachers up there got an extra week’s leave that was 
because of the distance involved particularly if you had to go by car. 
 
Camping – we haven’t mentioned camping so that became a way of life for you as a 
family? 
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AF: It did. Yes, it did. It was very funny the first time we did go out camping with the staff of 
Alice High. We took a tent. You didn’t take tents camping up there! You parked in the river beds 
and you’d basically live under the stars. They thought it was a great joke that we’d taken a tent 
we took a tent out with us on this weekend to go camping. (laughter). I didn’t do it again! 
 
It doesn’t usually rain up there does it? 
 

AF: No, no. 
 
That’s different. OK. 
 
AF: That’s right. 
 
From Alice Springs? 
 
AF: Alice Springs, well we, it’s like history repeating itself. I got a phone call I think it was 
November again. “Coming out from Alice Springs Mr Field?” 
 
“Yes” 
 
“Well we have three schools for you to select from when you come back.” 
 
I said, “Yes and what would they be?” 
 
“Port Pirie High, what was the city school? Can’t remember the name of the city school, it might 
come to me in a moment. The third one was Murray Bridge High.” 
 
Well Murray Bridge was a big school in those days, it was well over a thousand students, that 
was the only down side about it. I’d not been in any school of that size but I didn’t want to come 
back to the city. It wasn’t Golden Grove. What was the name of the place? 
 
I did go out there and have a look at it but no. Port Pirie, no. So it was Murray Bridge that we 
came to and we were there from ’74 to ’82 so we had nine years there actually. It was a big 
school they got up to about thirteen hundred, fourteen hundred with over one hundred teachers 
on the staff. It was a big school but a good school. Probably one of the best staffs I ever taught 
with up there. Then after that we came back here in ’83 for another seven years and retired in 
1990. 
 
So when you came back you’d been away, how many years from Victor Harbor? 
 
AF: Left in ’60, back in ’83 so twenty-three years. 
 
How had Victor Harbor the town changed? 
 
AF: It was considerably bigger. Whereas back in the ‘50s, you’d probably be aware of this too 
Heather, you’d go down the street and doing your shopping or your banking or whatever it was 
and you would know practically every person you passed in the street, saying, “Hallo, hallo, 
hallo”. 
 
We got back here in the ‘80s you still saw people you knew but it was quite different. There 
were a lot of people you didn’t know. The population by then I would say was twelve (thousand) 
and it’s probably now, they say fifteen (thousand), I think it would be more than fifteen 
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(thousand). That was one of the big differences. It wasn’t quite the same close knit community 
that it was back in the ‘50s. 
 
A bit of a traditional community in the fifties, like a traditional country… 
 
AF: Yes, and less traditional in the ‘80s. 
 
But you came back to your Church, it was Adare Church I think. 
 
AF: It was Adare Uniting. 
 
So that was a sense of stability I guess. 
 
AF: Yes, yes. 
 
Did your family come with you or they had left home by then? 
 
AF: By that stage they had all done their secondary schooling at Murray Bridge. Cathy became 
a nurse so she was not home, Peter was out of the nest at that stage, our son, and Lori had 
finished Matriculation and in 1983 actually was a Rotary Exchange Student to Indonesia but 
they had basically all left the fold. Yep. 
 
At that stage, you came back as a couple which was almost how you started. 
 
AF: Yes, that’s right. And here we lobbed at 15 Whalers’ Road and we’ve been here for the last 
thirty-four years or whatever it is. 
 
So you built this home? 
 
AF: No, no. It had been built in 1982 by Maurice and Dorothy Thiem. They wanted to sell it at 
the end of the year and it suited us, no kids home. It’s rather an unusual house in some 
respects but it suited us, it suited us for thirty-four years. So yeah that’s how it all came to pass 
anyway. 
 
So your parenting, your immediate parenting responsibilities weren’t around, you 
continue being a parent always but you haven’t got the day to day bits and pieces. 
 
AF: No. 
 
So going back as Headmaster at Victor Harbor High School, quite a different thing? 
 
AF: Different, different. Yes. 
 
You didn’t have me as a student then that would have been a downfall. 
 
AF: More the pity, more the pity. (laughter) 
 
Or my kids! 
 
AF: It was interesting because as headmaster you have a different involvement with students 
as you do as a teacher. You’re seen as a bit of an authority figure and so on and so on. 
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Probably one of the interesting things was that I was teaching the kids of previous old scholars. 
Just to give you one example, Vic Walters’ kids. 
 
OK. 
 
AF: They were coming through at that stage. Richard Littlely’s kids were coming through at that 
stage. They’re two examples I can think of so you still had some sort of attachment back to the 
‘50s through their parents. It was a, how can I put this? The school had a lot going for it but it 
was the first time I’d experienced a staff that wasn’t united. 
 
There were two camps. There was a conservative camp and a liberal camp. I won’t mention 
names but never the twain would meet. 
 
So conservative in not looking at good changes for education? 
 
AF: You could put it that way. 
 
Right. 
 
AF: Yep, this is the way it’s always been done, this the way it shall be done. 
 
And it’s worked. 
 
AF: And it’s worked. 
 
Let’s not change it. 
 
AF: Let’s not change it. 
 
And liberal with wanting to change? 
 
AF: We’re going to have Mickey Mouse, that’s probably not a good way of putting it but there 
are better ways of educating our kids. More a laissez affaire approach if I can put it that way. 
That might be a bit strong but it did not make for an easy environment. 
 
So that had been part of the process over the years at the school and you came in to try 
and head it? 
 
AF: I think I was unaware of it, to be honest, nothing had filtered through to me from the 
transition from Murray Bridge to here; nothing had filtered through to me that there were 
problems in that way. It was a little bit of a shock to the system when I got here. Try as I may, 
try as I may I could see it was not really helping the school cause at all. How do you put two 
immovable objects trying to see one another’s point of view for the benefit of the school? It was 
difficult. And I’d not experienced that to anything like that extent. I mean you’re always going to 
have some in any staff, even back at Murray Bridge with one hundred staff, even though you 
had 90%, no more than that, 95% were very dedicated teachers, you’re always find one or two 
that don’t have that dedication. I mean that’s par for the course, it happens everywhere but here 
you’ve got these two conflicting camps. Trying to do the best for the kids with that sort of out 
there did make life difficult. 
 
I imagine the curriculum was much wider. 
 
AF: Yes it was, yep. 
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You know it’s a fairly specific curriculum we had and then the options that were available 
in the ‘80s were quite different. 
 
AF: Let me say in fairness there were still some very good teachers at the school and by and 
large a lot of good kids but this sort of conflict, you could never really win. 
 
So a challenging time for you. 
 
AF: It was, it was. 
 
So sportwise? You’d given up football by then? 
 
AF: A long time before that, yeah, no. 
 
But did you become involved in the Club when you came back? 
 
AF: Well it was interesting because, now we’re into the ‘60s, I played from ’57 to ’60, only four 
years full-time and I was approached by the Club to go back and qualify, to play enough games 
to qualify for the finals. In those days I think it was four or five, if you played a minimum number 
you could play in the finals. I know I did it for one year and possibly two. It was never the same 
though because you just, you just didn’t really feel part of the deal if I can put it that way. 
 
Part of the team. 
 
AF: Yep, yep. That was basically it for footy. I played a bit of basketball after that. That more or 
less took the place of footy I suppose, not that I was. I didn’t take up basketball early enough 
Heather, all the dribbling tactics I was a footballer, remember. I mean you’ve got to learn the 
dribbling and all those things from a very early age so my basics were not wonderful. 
 
And certainly at Victor Harbor we didn’t have a lot of basketball. 
 
AF: No. 
 
Way back then basketball was netball which is what I played. (laughter) 
 
AF: So no, football basically ceased. I was lucky I didn’t really have any serious injuries. I had, I 
did a cartilage playing basketball. More serious injuries playing basketball than I did playing 
footy. 
 
Maybe you were fitter when you were playing footy. 
 
AF: Well it’s interesting because basketball is supposed to be a non-contact sport and that’s the 
biggest laugh of all time. It ain’t! 
 
No, that’s right. So your Choral and Arts Society? 
 
AF: Straight back to Choral and Arts when we got back here, pretty well, pretty well, although 
more limited. I said when you’re headmastering there are things you can’t do all the things you 
would have done twenty-five years previously. So I was in a few, not every show but a few 
shows, more on stage really from musical directing. It wasn’t till after I retired in ’90 that I was 
able to sort of give full energy back to Choral and Arts. That’s when we did a lot of shows from 
’91 on. 
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And you were involved on stage? 
 
AF: Gradually, I did some on stage but gradually I moved back into musical direction and also 
Production Manager. Using what skills you’ve got, organisation and so forth. So yeah. For a lot 
of those years I was working with Pat Williams. 
 
OK. So retirement, how was that? 
 
AF: Wonderful! I think it would be fair to say that I enjoyed my teaching even though there was 
a divided staff here in the ‘80s, until probably the last year and a half. Then I reckoned I was 
bashing my head against a brick wall. There were certain things the Department were trying to 
do that I didn’t agree with. They had brought in two heads of department I’ll call number 
crunchers. They were not educationists, the last of the educationists was John Steinle who 
basically was replaced in about 1995 and they brought in blokes like Ken Boston. They were 
just number crunchers, they weren’t interested in people and from that point on with the 
Department I believe went downhill fast. One issue that I disagreed with them about but I was 
never going to win was the issue of corporal punishment and I believe it has a place in the 
disciplinary system and despite what the do-gooders say it is not, it is not a violent situation. A 
tap on the hand is not violence in my book. I always believed in discipline, I always believed in 
corporal punishment, I still believe in corporal punishment applied diligently and well. I mean 
that, it’s got to be applied properly. It’s not like I can remember back in early Primary School 
years it was over-used and abused. 
 
Yes, the abuse of. 
 
AF: Yes. You couldn’t spell words, you got a hander for it and that’s ridiculous but my theory 
was on corporal punishment was if a kid had abused a teacher, if he’d been deliberately 
disobedient, if he’d been a bully, an obvious bully, he’d front. Then I would take him through 
what had happened, the sequence of events that had brought him to the Office. Then I would 
say, ”Do you have anything basically to say about what I’ve just said?” 
 
Sometimes they would, most times they would not so I basically say “Do you think you deserved 
this?” Then I think in most cases although they might have grudgingly believed that they did. 
 
I can tell you honestly there were kids that went out the door after having been caned who 
actually said, “Thank you Mr Field.” 
 
I can tell you nine times out of ten in the case of a bully that was the treatment that was the 
most effective. They could dish it out, they didn’t like receiving it. You might say, well that’s a 
very funny way to extract justice, well it might be funny but it was effective. 
 
Yeah, I’m sure we all have our own thoughts on this but you just know there that moment 
where it’s like, done, finished. 
 
AF: Over, done, finished, slate’s wiped and you start again. 
 
You start again. 
 
AF: Start again. 
 
So in whatever way that’s done. 
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AF: I mean I never win that argument with some people so that’s violence, violence breeds 
violence and I can hear this it’s like an endless record. But I just know in my case I believed in it 
and I know the kids realised there was a cane in the cupboard and it would be used if they went 
over the top. I think I could say that most students I’ve come in contact with ever since, I’ve had 
yarns with respected the fact that you were firm but fair. 
 
And that’s the point isn’t it? If it’s not fair well, that doesn’t matter what is being dealt 
with, how it’s being dealt with. That’s not right. 
 
AF: That’s come through over and over again. I mean you talk to old scholars, I mean they’re 
looking back over their school years and that came through over and over again, you were firm 
but you were fair and that’s all I could ask for. 
 
You’ve enjoyed Victor Harbor as a retirement town? 
 
AF: Yes, I have. It’s a great place, it’s a great community to live in, it’s basically safe. It’s still got 
a strong community spirit when there’s a need, people pitch in. Take the Primary School when it 
burnt down there several years ago. It wasn’t just people who were attached to the Primary 
School there were a lot of other people who got behind that, got behind it with gusto. That’s 
what country living is all about. 
 
Unfortunately sometimes it takes something that goes wrong before you get people 
drawing together as such in that sense, it’s always good. 
 
I had a friend who’d just finished all her teaching, putting in on certain days, what do you 
call that? So she’s just relief teaching, relief teaching and she just said, “Oh, I’ve got just 
cartons of stuff, would you like to take them down to the school. I’ve rung them and so 
glad to be able to give them work sheets.” They didn’t have that anymore. She’d never 
been to Victor Harbor Primary School but she certainly gave them that. 
 
AF: Yes and you know Heather, it’s still, coming down your hill, Kleinig’s Hill, I still come down 
there and I never get sick of seeing that view across the harbour. Going around to the Bluff, it’s 
absolutely stunning! 
 
It’s amazing isn’t it? 
 
AF: Yep. God’s own country. 
 
We’ve certainly got a rich history in the town from first settlers in 1839 and it’s quite a 
remarkable place. 
 
AF: I mean the Baudin – Flinders thing, just because it didn’t happen in the eastern states it 
doesn’t get the measure of its importance not recognised unfortunately. It’s in history, just in the 
history of Australia that’s extremely important. 
 
It’s amazing. 
 
AF: It didn’t happen in the eastern states they’re not interested. 
 
Anything else you would like to add, your life and times in Victor Harbor? 
 
AF: The history, you mentioned the history of Victor, you keep learning, you keep learning 
about some of the stuff that happened in the early days. A lot of people don’t know of course 
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that it was Port Victor for so many years. It wasn’t until 1921 that the Victor Harbor name 
basically came back into vogue. I found out that there was a Port Victor Choral Society back in 
the 1890s which I‘d never heard a thing about. 
 
Coming back to the City bands, you probably know this anyway but just for the record I’ll tell you 
again. We had never been able to work out why we could trace the Victor Harbor City Band 
back to about World War 1, maybe a bit further than that and then it stopped. We could not work 
out why and the penny dropped. I’d picked up about the Port Victor Choral Society and I thought 
hey it might have been the Port Victor Brass Band. And it was! That went back to the 1890s so 
we were able to extend the history, not that we could get a lot of it, but we could extend the 
history back a bit further but it was not known as the Victor Harbor City Band or Citizens’ Band 
or whatever it was called. So Port Victor. 
 
We’ve talked about your Choral and Arts but we haven’t talked about the Band. 
 
AF: No. 
 
So that’s a different thing that’s happening in little old downtown Victor? 
 
AF: Yep. 
 
The Victor Band. 
 
AF: An interesting story because the President of the Band who I knew quite well before we 
ever got here had been on my back to join the Band. I mean I don’t play a very good trumpet or 
a very good cornet, I’m very average, put it that way, but he said, “You should be in the Citizens’ 
Band as it was called then. 
 
I said, “Yes Keith, yes Keith.” I had to keep saying yes Keith and I said, “Look Keith after I’ve 
retired I’ll consider it.” In 1990 after I retired I did consider it. He was on my back, “Yeah alright.” 
So I joined in 1990 and Margie joined soon after. We’re late developers in brass band music but 
we’ve been there ever since. In fact, after Vic Walter, I think now of the playing membership I 
think we’re the longest serving members. 
 
And Vic goes back something like sixty odd, sixty plus years. Vic’s my age. 
 
AF: He’s seventy-one and he started playing in the band as a nine year old so what’s that? 
Sixty-two years, since the early 1950s. Do you read Coastlines? 
 
No. Oh yes, yes, Coastlines, yes. 
 
AF: There’s an article in there. 
 
Oh is there? 
 
AF: Yeah, I’ll get it for you. 
 
AF: You got the Coastlines there Margie? 
 
You’ve got it here on the table. So you’ve got a new Band Concert coming up? 
 
AF: Yep a Band Concert coming up in June. 
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Carlene Farmer rang the other day, left a message on our phone saying are you coming? 
 
AF: Good old Tom and Carlene, they’re very good people. 
 
They are good people. Fantastic. 
 
AF: Yep. Good little publication that one. 
 
It is, it is. 
 
AF: He does a very good job. 
 
OK, the changes that you don’t like in Victor Harbor? Changes that you do like in Victor 
Harbor? 
 
AF: I have to say when you have the argument about shifting the Library that had to happen; 
they could not stay where they were, there definitely wasn’t enough room to re-develop that 
area. The shift down to where they are now I think was a good move. 
 
It’s a lovely place to go and be. 
 
AF: The library part of it, I mean they had, they also had to find a spot for the Council but the 
Library part of it is a huge improvement. 
 
It’s one of the most-used libraries per capita in the state. 
 
AF: It doesn’t surprise me. 
 
It’s been done very well. 
 
AF: It is, that was a major achievement, The Aquatic Centre, it’s only taken sixty years but at 
least it’s I heard somebody say that it was thirty years in the making. They were talking about it 
in the ‘50s when I was here. You would remember it. 
 
Building a pool? Yeah. 
 
AF: It looks good. I’m glad that there’s a good membership, lots of good things about it. It’s 
going to cost money. 
 
It’s going to cost us money. 
 
AF: Cost us money. 
 
And we’re probably, we said that if it had been built when we came down here we might 
have become members and gone but I don’t think we’ll do it now. That’s OK. 
 
AF: Definitely need a Performing Arts Centre. They’re looking at the Town Hall and the old 
Library of course, better than nothing. The good thing about the Town Hall is even though you 
can probably only get three hundred in for a performance it is intimate. 
 
It is. 
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AF: That’s got a lot going for it. The people are saying let’s have a super-dooper job and fit a 
thousand people in. Well, that’s got some rough edges because they’ve tried that in Mt 
Gambier, Renmark and Port Pirie and got these super-dooper complexes and no amateur 
group can afford them. 
 
No and you have a certain number of shows which adds to the intimacy in a small area 
but if you get a big you’ve only got a couple of shows and it’s empty which doesn’t add 
to the enjoyment of the performers and audience really. 
 
AF: I mean, you couldn’t get the ASO into the Town Hall or any of these big professional 
companies. 
 
No. 
 
AF: That’s the downside. 
 
That’s right. 
 
AF: But I mean these, I don’t know if you’ve been to any of these big places, Renmark or Mt 
Gambier or Port Pirie. They’ve all got names, one’s the Helpmann, and one’s the Shell, they 
provide front of house, they provide stage managers, they provide all that sort of stuff but 
they’re all paid staff. 
 
Yes. 
 
AF: No amateur group can afford it. 
 
No. 
 
AF: It’s like Noarlunga theatre. If you want to go down and put on a night’s performance of 
Callisthenics or something like that it’s $1,000.00 a roll. 
 
OK. Yes, so it does take it out of the local Choral and Arts Society, even the Victor Harbor 
Band performing in those places. 
 
AF: I mean we can perform there and we’ve done it since “Adam was a boy” almost and we can 
make it work. It could be made with a bit of vision and a little bit of smart thinking it could be 
made into quite an attractive area. 
 
Definitely, definitely. OK, I think we are just about there. 
 
AF: Just about through? 
 
Mm just thank you so much for your time and your valuable input. 
 
AF: It’s been a delight, I love this place and it’s come through I hope. 
 
I’m sure it has. 
 
AF: We’ve covered a fair bit of ground, if it’s helpful to the Oral History that’s great. 
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OK. So the ways in which your times have influenced your life I’m sure there would be 
many of us who would be able to say how much you’ve influenced them. Curvature of the 
spine student, sitting up straight in school! (laughter). Again, thank you Alan Field. 
 
AF: Thank you Heather Kleinig, I’m able to use your maiden name, because it goes back a long 
way doesn’t it? 
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